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REVOCATION OF OATHS AND CURSES ON VICTIMS OF
HUMAN TRAFFICKING BY THE OBA OF BENIN

One of the major setbacks in combating human trafficking in the state has been the
influence of oath taking by victims as part of their recruitment process. Traffickers
supposedly use this oath to intimidate their victims not to speak or challenge them in
court; this has hindered most of the investigating efforts of the state agencies for along
time now. It became Imperative on 9th March 2018, for His Royal Majesty (Omo n'oba
n'edo uku akpolokpolo Ewuare |l N'ogidigan, the Oba Benin) as the spiritual head of all
the deities of the land to invoke his inherent powers as the splrltual embodlment of
Benin City to nullify all the curses ang= ~= =~ 5
human trafficking. This singular act b
easer, some victims are now free totall’
them in court. We hope that many mor§ s &
of freedomto them because many of th
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Reorientation; Advocacy & Sensitization

ETAHT ONLINE

As part of its advocacy strategy, ETAHT has an effective online presence, with an active
website that hosts awhole lot of many features. The website whichis www.etaht.orghas
helped to further enlighten the people on the current issues of migration and what
ETAHT isdoingtocombat humantraffickingin Edo State.

Alongside the website, ETAHT has active social media platforms that keep its followers
abreast with its regular activities and also provide a forum for interaction and

feedbacks.
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CHAPTER 4

COMPONENT THREE:
RETRIBUTION; PROSECUTING
OFFENDERS

INTRODUCTION TO THE ANTI TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS LAW

EDO STATE TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS PROHIBITION LAW

The enactment of the Edo State Trafficking in Persons Prohibition Law (ESTPPL) in
March, 2018 has provided an effective and comprehensive legal and institutional
framework for the prohibition, prevention, detection, prosecution and punishment of
human trafficking and related offenses in Edo State. The law addresses the peculiar
nature of human trafficking offenses in the State, and amongst other things provides
for expeditedjusticedeliveryforvictims and conviction of offenders.

The law seeks to deter people from committing human trafficking offences Edo State,
as well as provides compensation for victims of human trafficking. The law imposes
strict penalties for the offences of human trafficking, which include a minimum term of
five (5) years imprisonment and a minimum fine of N1,000,000.00(One Million Naira).
Thelaw further seeksto prohibit trafficking for sexual exploitation and forced labour. In
the case of sexual exploitation, the law provides for a minimum of Five (5) years
imprisonment and minimum fine of N500,000.00 (Five Hundred Thousand Naira),
while that of forced labour attracts a minimum of Five (5) years imprisonment and
minimum of N1,000,000.00(0One Million Naira) fine. The law also prohibit the
recruitment of persons less than 18 years for sexual exploitation, recruitment of
persons for pornography, recruitment of persons for use in armed conflicts,
procurement of persons for organ harvesting, slave dealing, etc. The punishment for
the offences mentioned above attracts as high as minimum of Seven (7) years
imprisonment and a minimum fine of N1,000,000.00 (One Million Naira), with the
exception of recruitment for organ harvesting and buying and selling of human beings,
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Retribution; Prosecuting Offenders

which attract the same term of imprisonment and a minimum fine of N5,000,000.00
(Five Million Naira) and N2,000,000.00 (Two Million Naira) respectively.

The passage of the law has added vigour to the prosecution of suspects with cases now
being prosecuted at the High Court of Edo State. ETAHT strongly believe that there
must be retributionfor this heinouscrimethat hastakenatollonthe State.

POWERS OF THETASKFORCE
The powersofthetaskforceare providedinSection ofthe lawwhich states asfollows:
The Taskforce shall have the power to—
(a) Formulate and provide general policy guidelines for the discharge of the
functions of the Taskforce and any other law in Nigeria;
(b) Monitor and ensure the implementation of the policies and programmes of
the
Taskforce;
(c) Investigate whether any person, body or entity has committed an offence
under thislawor the offence of traffickingunder any other law;
(d) Enter into any premises, property or conveyance for the purpose of
conducting searches in furtherance of its functions under this law or under any
otherlaw;
(e) Arrest, detain and prosecute offenders under this law or any other law on
traffickinginpersonsinNigeria;
(f) Trace, seize,detain or retain the custody, for the purpose of investigationand
prosecution, of any property which the Taskforce reasonably believes to have
been involved in or used in the commission of offences under this law or any
otherlaw;
(g) Seal up premises upon reasonable suspicion of such premises beinginvolved
withorusedinconnectionwith offencesunder this law;
(h) Seek and receive information from any person, authority, corporation or
company without hindrance in respect of the enforcement of any of the
provisions of this law, provided that, the Taskforce shall adopt measures to
encourage the delivery of information from any person, authority, corporation
orcompany
(i) Fix the allowances and benefits of the members of the Taskforce, staff of the
Secretariat and all other persons engaged in the administration and
enforcementof this law;
(j) Regulate proceedings of the Taskforce and make standing orders with
respect to the holding of its meetings, notices to be given, the keeping of
minutes of its proceedings and such other matters as the taskforce may, from
timetotimedetermine;
(k) Carry out such other functions as are necessary or expedient to ensure the
efficient performance of the functions of the taskforce under this law.
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THEPROSECUTIONUNIT

Sequeltotheenactment ofthe ESTPPL the Taskforceimmediately setupthe

Prosecution Unit, Initially the Unit was composed of 6 state counsel, under the
supervision of the Director of Public Prosecution (DPP). During this year, the number of
counselwerereduced to atotal of three. The Prosecution Unit remains supervised by the
Director of Public Prosecutions, Edo State; Mrs. G. E. Adekanmbi. It is headed by Orobosa
Okunbor Esq., an Assistant Chief State Counsel, and include Mrs lhiese Akenzua, an
Assistant Chief State Counsel and Imonitie Omokhodion Esq., a Senior State Counsel,
drawnfromthe Edo State Ministry of Justice.

After arraignment and remand by the Judge, the casefiles are sent to the Prosecution
Unit which must render an opinion on whether there is a prima facie case or not. The
opinionisthensenttothe Commissioner of Police through the investigating officer. A
copy of the legal opinion is also sent to the suspect or his surety. Where it is ascertained
that thereis a prima case in respect of a criminal complaint, information together with a
consent application would be prepared and filed at the criminal court registry. It is
pertinent to point out here that two courts have been set aside by the Chief Judge of Edo
Stateforthe prosecution of humantrafficking offences.

Since the establishment of the Prosecution Unit of ETAHT, over 25(Twenty Five) casefiles
have been received from the Commissioner of Police and ETAHT Investigation Unit. The
Prosecution Unit has rendered opinions in all the cases, applications for consent have
been made withrespecttoall the cases,and trials have commenced insome of them of the
twenty five (25) cases presently pending in court. The prosecution of trafficking cases
comes with its own peculiar challenges. Most of the suspects/defendants are usually
either family members of the victims or persons who live in the same community with
them. Also in some cases, witnesses give addresses that are later found to be fake and this
of course hashampered the prosecution of the casesincourt. Again, thereisthe challenge
of having to cope with courts with heavily loaded dockets, which makes it almost
impossible, in most cases, to get two adjournments in a particular case within the same
month. Nevertheless, the fact that several cases are ongoing with several defendants
beingtriedinthe 25 cases (some of which have 3 or 4 defendants) means that amessageis
going out to traffickers and would-be traffickers that it is no longer business as usual.
Hopefully convictions will be made during the coming months.

THEINVESTIGATIONUNIT

Investigationis the major tool of the Taskforce in the eradication of the scourge of Human
Trafficking. The investigating unit comprises diligent officers from Nigeria Police Force
(NPF), Department for State Security (DSS) and Nigeria Immigration Service (NIS) and
headed by an officer from the Nigeria Police Force. The unit is directly under the
supervision of the Special Adviser to the Governor on Security DSP (rtd) Yusuf Haruna.
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Retribution; Prosecuting Offenders

The Taskforce investigating unit is responsible for conducting investigation of any
suspected cases of human trafficking in Edo State. From inception the unit has received
and identified over 103 cases of Human Trafficking through petitions and verbal
complaints made during security screening, profiling of returnees and information from
the general public between August 2017 and August 2019. 84 of those cases were
examined and investigated and were found necessary and have been sent to the Human
trafficking Unit of the Department of Public Prosecution (DPP) and 25 of those cases
have beenchargedto courtwith 86 suspectsundergoing prosecution

Position of the cases in court

Awaiting

25 cases has been filed by the healjmg
Prosecuting unit notice

4%

Hearing
Female P

32%

Continuation
of hearing of
the last
witness
4%

Position of the cases

14
CASES CHARGED CASES UNDER CASES KEPT CASES TRANSFERRED CASES WITHOUT CASE READY
TO COURT INVESTIGATION IN VIEW EVIDENCE FOR ARRAIGNMENT

SECURITY AGENCIES

Over 120 reports were made to the taskforce, 84 of the Cases were received by the
investigating unit, while the Others were frivolous

102 Victims of cases processed since
inception

86 Suspects Arrested

'Female
45%

Female

56%
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CHAPTER 5

COMPONENT FOUR: sl
RESEARCH

Designing and deploying Anti- Human Trafficking interventions in alighment with
harmonized statistical data and research findings is the main setback of efforts to
successfully and effectively implement anti-trafficking activities. ETAHT has fairly
prioritized this issue, laying all its interventions on its robust data and research findings
which have proven to be critical inits success in dealing with the embedded root causes
of Human Trafficking in the State. The Taskforce has so far released two major research
workswhichhave helptodirectitsstrategy and activities, they are:

1. The Root Causes Report, which was an offshoot of the Taskforce's first
Researchworkshop, held onthe 30th of July 2018.

2. A perception Study, which sought to examine changing public perception on
human trafficking and irregular migration among residents in Edo State, so as
to guide and provide strategic direction to the anti-trafficking activities of
ETAHT. The Study was commissioned inMarch, 2019
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Research

THE PERCEPTION OF EDO PEOPLE ON INTERNATIONAL AND IRREGULAR
MIGRATION

The study adopted a mixed method technique which is a combination of quantitative
and qualitativedatacollection. Theinstrument and method include:

One thousand four hundred (1400) questionnaires were administered to members of
the publicin ten selected Local Government Areas (LGAs) of Edo State of which 1298
wereretrieved fromrespondents.

In-depth Interviews (IDI's) were conducted among 41 Libya returnees either resident
in Edo State or of Edo state origin as at the time of their departure to Libya; while 10 In-
depth Interviews (IDI's) were conducted among some selected key informants in Benin
City. These were 2 Christian leaders, 2 Muslim leaders, 4 leaders from the two
dominant political parties in the State, and 2 traditional leaders. The total number of
respondentsinthisstudywasonethousandthree hundred andforty eight (1349).

The fieldwork was carried out in 30 communities spread across 10 LGAs in Edo State
from on the 15" of January 2019 to 3" of February 2019. The Local Government areas
were selected by ETAHT based on the endemic levels of human trafficking prevalence
insuchlocalgovernmentareas.

OBJECTIVEOFTHESTUDY

@ Identify prevailing historical influences on the perception of Edo people
totravellingabroad

@ Determine factors influencing community public perception in Edo State
totravellingabroad

@ ldentify structures and activities for effective anti-trafficking activities of
the ETAHT.

@ Examine changing public perception on human trafficking and irregular
migrationamongresidentsin Edo State.

@ Examine why human trafficking and ilegal migration is an acceptble
practicein Edo State.

@ Make recommendations to strengthen the coordinating and
implementation of the anti-trafficking activitiesof ETAHT in Edo State.

The purpose of the first objective was to identify prevailing historical influences on the
perception of Edo people to travelling abroad. This was intended to find out if Edo
people were aware of any cultural/historical belief that predisposes the Edo's to
travellingabroad.
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Findings

@ Are there any cultural/historical beliefs in yvour community that influences Edo
people, especially girls, to be involved in human trafficking? (M =1298)
Yes

® Are there any cultural/historical beliefs in yvour community thatinfluences Edo
people, especially girls, to beinvolved in human trafficking? (N =1298) Mo

1 2

From this findings it was revealed that most of the respondents disagreed with the
hypothesis that 'there were cultural/historical beliefs among the Edo's that encourages
travelling abroad which has increased the number of migrants engaging in human
trafficking' Out of 1298 respondents 250 respondents representing 19.3% agreed that
there exist cultural/historical beliefs in their community that influence Edo people
(girls) totravelling abroad while 1048 representing 80.7% disagreed. The implication of
this result is that fewer respondents were aware of historical and cultural influences
and majority of respondents do not see any connection or relationship between the
cultureor history of Edo people and the prevalence of travellingabroad among the same
setof people.

The study further sought to probe those that agreed that there are certain
cultural/historical belief that predisposes Edo people totravelling abroad.

Findings

M Series1 M Series2

Bonoo..

Avenueto Economic  Lossof Noidea Mormal Peer Social Success
wealth reasons moral practice  pressure  status story
value

If yves to B19, please specify the cultural/historical beliefs (n =250}
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Research

The study therefore identified the following beliefs as being responsible for travelling
abroad:

1. Travellingabroad promoteswealthaccumulation

2. Travellingabroadhaseconomicadvantages

3. Travellingabroadisdrivenbylossof moral valuesinourvalue system

4. Travellingabroadisencouraged because of the celebration of successful foreign

migrants

5. Travellingabroadisanormalroutine of everyday people
The study further sought to uncover any support system that promote unsafe
travellinginthecommunities

Findings

® Would you support the unsafe practices of arranging travel abroad for people in your
community? (N=1298] Yes

m Would you support the unsafe practices of arranging travel abroad for peoplein your
community? (N=1298) No

rd
u -~
o

Theseresults showed that 88% of the respondents disagreed with theidea of arranging
unsafe travelling practice abroad for people in their community while only 12% agreed
to the idea. Out of this numbers (12%) many of them said it was an opportunity to find
work (45.5%) and another said it was an avenue to meet the family need (29.5%) while
14.1% and 10.9% of the respondents affirmed that it has always been that way and
others (without specifying) respectively.

Majority of the respondents agreed that there are no community supports that
encourage unsafe travelling overseas meanwhile 94.9% of respondents agreed that
people in their communities like travelling overseas. While one of the most
predominant forms of travel facilitation in endemic communities is; support for
female/male travellers with plans to work overseas. 91.6% of respondents agreed that
their communities will not provide support toencourage unsafe travel overseas.
Meaning most unsafe travels are disguised as genuine with the intent of misleading
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their victims into human trafficking. Interestingly, 66.9% of the respondents have plans
totravel abroad while 33.1% do not have any plantotravel abroad.

The result from this study showed that majority of the respondents do not agree that
travellingto find work overseasis the best option for young peoplein Edo state torealize
their potentials.

Maijority of respondents disagree that their communities encourage unsafe travel; this
implies that travelling abroad is mainly determined by the family rather than community.
Thefamilyisthusthe maindeterminant of travellingoverseas.

81.8% respondents were aware that human trafficking is a problem in Edo state. They
identified the problems associated with human trafficking as brain drain, security
challenges, death, forced labour, sexual exploitation, diseases, risk,and loss of values.

On the general perception of travelling abroad 52.9% were positively disposed, 21%
were negatively disposed while 26.1% were indifferent. Majority of respondents agreed
that travelling irregularly to find work overseas is usually unsafe. 88% of respondents
will not support unsafe travels.

The desire to travel out of the country was based on the following; adventure, bad
government policies, desire for a better life and escape from economic hardship in
Nigeria, other reasons are search for education, false hope of picking money abroad,
financial gains and unbridled greed. Some other reasons for travelling include search for
job opportunities, peer pressure to travel abroad, poverty, prostitution and success
story.

The major factor that promotes unsafe travels and irregular migration is poverty this is
followed by unemployment and economic hardship, peer pressure and family pressure
were identified as major factors promoting unsafe travels across endemic communities
inEdo State.

To effectively deal with the scourge of human trafficking in the State majority of the
respondents recommended the following; Create structures for effective anti-
trafficking; Collaboration with other ant-trafficking agencies; Create an effective
system to enhance prevention instead of damage control; Replicate ETAHT across the
18 LGAs with emphasis on endemic communities; Partner with the government to
create enabling environment, employment and empowerment; Establish an emergency
call platform for information sharing, partner with religious and traditional leaders for
advocacy and awareness creation; Advocacy and sensitization on the ills and cost of
trafficking through town hall meetings, workshops, jingles etc. Provide alternative
solutions (such as employment agencies, ICT hubs, agricultural hubs, scholarship
support programs) to mitigate the problem of trafficking; Arrest and prosecute
offendersandtheir allies.

The findings of this study have been useful in framing our interventions especially in the
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area of Advocacy and community sensitization. It has exposed new trends, identify
communication gaps and deepened our understanding on the root causes of
Trafficking in Persons in Edo State, therefore helping in directing our strategies and
stepstocomprehensively deal withfactorsthat are promoting vulnerability across the
state, Example of such steps include a strategically designed sensitization and
advocacy program like Town Hall meetings, Door to Door campaigns, Market Storms
and Tv and Radio jingles etc. which has indeed brought about an increased awareness
of thedanger of humantraffickingacross the State.

DATA ANALYSIS
From inception to August 15" 2019 the Taskforce has received 5101 returnees.

60 TRIPS TO LAGOS/PH
o W

Male Female
3391 1471

® 100% of them were medically attended to. 10%
g had serious medical challenges, have to be admitted.

¥ /O

X

'
58 of the 100% Medical diagnosis and laboratory tests.
Children EIIEXEIe] 7O tested positive (givingapositivity rate of 3.52%)
239 Pregnant within the period under review and subsequently
referred for treatment, care and support services

Data Analysis of the demographic
characteristics of the 4175 Libya returnees that
consented to be interviewed.

AGEDISTRIBUTION

.. Male Female

m13-17 m18-25 26-30 m31-40 m40>
m13-17 m18-25 26-30 m31-40 m40>

1%1%

The typical male / female migrant is 18-25 years old
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EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION

381/ 8.8%
FLC 631/ 14.69
SSCE
1921/ 44.38%
63/ 1.46%
OND
287/ 6.63% B FEMALE
B MALE

7/ 0.16%
HND 60/ 1.39%

12/0.28%

Bsc 106/ 2.529
0 500 1000 1500 2000

The typical male or female migrant holds a Senior Secondary Certificate Examination.

Migration Triggers
Separated %7
Single 2k 2062
7 H Female
: 16
Divorce 5 B Male
Married 281 818
0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500

A Typical Female migrant is single, but nearly 50% of males are married.

Other JBO
Online 63
Family member 386
At Work 61
A Friend 333F

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500

A typical Female/Male migrant got the idea of traveling from friends.
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YEAR OF TRAVELING

2026

Year of traveling

20460
2010

= Year of traveling

Research

1.08.% which represents 43 migrants
traveled within the period of 2018 -
2019

89.14% which represents 3531
migrants traveled within the period of
2016-2017

6.66% which represents 264 migrants
traveled between 2011 -2015

A typical migrant is most likely to

—2008
travel by land to Europe through
2006 North Aﬁ‘ica
2002 2000-2005 2006-2010 P011-2015 0162017 0182019
4 12 245 2881 43
41000 0 1000 3000 4000
2000 Reasons for
T travel Male Female Total
1600 Economic 1584
Reason 36.6% 673/15.5%  52.15%
1400
1200 Family Pressure | 334/7.7% 122/2.82% 10.52%
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Wo Job 12.33%177/ 4.088% 16.42%
800
600 was frustrated | 264/6.1% 122/2.82% 8.92%
400
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0 T T — N T Peer group
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CHAPTER6 | /

SELLING HOPE AND |
DEALING IN DREAMS:
OUTLOOK FOR 2020

Since inception, the Taskforce has continued to evolve, in alignment with its resolve
that, within the perimeters of our mandate, there is no circumstance that needs our
attention that we will not be able to respond to. This is because the resolve and
commitment of his Excellency is not only unshaken, but strengthened, as the focus of
this government is on growth and advancement for all indigenes and residents of Edo
State.

As a result, ETAHT has been very effective in achieving its mandate, and is confident
that it will continue to adequately and effectively do all that needs to be done, even asit
engagesinnew activities and scales new heights.

Our third year of existence shall be one of consolidation and growth- consolidating on
our various achievements, and expanding into new areas of activity. Our Welcome
Programme, which was designed primarily to cater for persons returning from Libya
through the EU-IOM assisted flights, has now been redesigned to accommodate all
persons returning from any part of the world. We expect that our Shelter will be
completed and fully functional in the course of the year. This will increase our
capabilities and make us better able to help our beneficiaries from wherever they may
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be coming to, and to provide medium to long term assistance, including physical and
mental healthcare, for thosethatrequireit.

Again, our emphasis this year shall be in the area of investigation and prosecution,
utilising the learning and new techniques that have been acquired by our
investigators, primarily due to the great assistance given to the Taskforce by the
Government of Italy. We expect torecord notable successes in this area this year,and
togoall out todislodge the criminal networks promoting trafficking in persons in the
state. We hopetoreport successful convictionsinour next Annual Report.

We are expanding our presence throughout the state in different ways. In the coming
year, we expect to set up offices in the north and central senatorial districts. These
offices will help bring us closer to vulnerable persons and increase our effectiveness.
It will also complement our advocacy programmes, which we hope to intensify in the
coming year. We plan to organise more town hall meetings, even as we reach out to
schoolchildren through specially designed programmes and after school clubs. We
also plan to also increase our social media presence, so we can increase our global
reach.

In a nutshell, the next twelve months for the Taskforce should be one of growth and
increasing relevance. Above all, it must be one of service to the people that we have
been set up to assist; and one where we progress towards fulfilment of our mandate
toeventually eradicate humantraffickinginvolving Edos,and in Edo State.
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