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Executive Summary 

 
It is no longer news that Edo State has been labelled as the major source of trafficking in 

persons and destination for returnees in Nigeria. There are several initiatives by government 

and at the state level to reduce or eradicate human trafficking with little success. The 

establishment of the Edo State Taskforce Against Human Trafficking (ETAHT) was aimed at 

joining forces with already established agencies to prevent human trafficking and to 

prosecute traffickers and other offenders. The Edo State Taskforce Against Human 

Trafficking (ETAHT) in collaboration with other agencies such as The National Agency for 

the Prohibition of Traffic in Persons (NAPTIP) and the International Organization for 

Migration (IOM) have been working to eradicate human trafficking in Nigeria and Edo state 

in particular. In the light of the above ETAHT contracted the services of University of Benin 

Observatory (the Counter Trafficking Initiative project) to investigate social problems with a 

view to providing possible solutions. The University of Benin Observatory carried out this 

present research on the perception of Edo people on international and irregular migration. 

The research employed a mixed method technique in order to have a wide range of opinions 

and a good depth on the topic under investigation. 1298 members of the public were sampled 

and administered with the questionnaires while some 41 Libya returnees were purposively 

sampled and interviewed alongside 10 Key Informant Interviewees. The research was to find 

out the perception of Edo people on international and irregular migration. The study assessed 

the knowledge of their perception of historical and cultural explanations for human 

trafficking, factors affecting human trafficking and identifying structures and activities for 

effective anti-trafficking activities of the ETAHT. Others include examining changing 

public perception on human trafficking and irregular migration, examining why human 

trafficking and irregular migration is an acceptable practice and making recommendations 

to strengthen the coordinating and implementation of the anti-trafficking activities of ETAHT 

in Edo State. 

Majority of respondents (80.7%) agreed that there are no historical or cultural factors 

responsible for travelling abroad in Edo State. 19.3% who opined that there are cultural 

influences. Those that could not identify any historical or cultural factors argued that 

travelling abroad was influenced by the following factors; avenue to wealth, economic 

reasons, loss of moral value, peer pressure, social status and success stories of previously 

trafficked victims. The remittances sent by supposedly successful trafficked victims are seen 
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as a motivator for the willingness to patronize traffickers or to volunteer self or family 

members to be trafficked. Majority of respondents in Edo State (88%) will not support unsafe 

international and irregular migration while 12 % opined that they will support unsafe travels 

because it is an opportunity to find work and to meet family needs. 

 

94.9% of respondents showed that people in their communities like travelling overseas. 

While one of the most predominant forms of travel facilitation in endemic communities is; 

`support for female/male travellers with plans to work overseas. 91.6% of respondents agreed 

that their communities will not provide support to encourage unsafe travel overseas. Meaning 

most unsafe travels are disguised as genuine with the intent of misleading their victims into 

being human trafficking. Interestingly, 66.9% of the respondents have plans to travel abroad 

while 33.1% do not have any plan to travel abroad. The desire to travel out of the country was 

based on the following; adventure, bad government policies, desire for a better life and 

escape from economic hardship in Nigeria, other reasons are search for education, false hope 

of picking money abroad, financial gains and unbridled greed. Some other reasons for 

travelling include search for job opportunities, peer pressure to travel abroad, poverty, 

prostitution and success story. 

 

The major factor that promotes unsafe travels and irregular migration is poverty this is 

followed by unemployment and economic hardship, peer pressure and family pressure were 

identified as major factors promoting unsafe travels across endemic communities in Edo 

State. Male preference was not seen to be generally responsible for trafficking of more 

females although in reality there are more male Libya returnees than females.  

Respondents recommended the following to help create structures for effective anti-

trafficking; Collaboration with other anti-trafficking agencies; Create an effective system to 

enhance prevention instead of damage control; Replicate ETAHT across the 18 LGAs with 

emphasis on endemic communities; Partner with the government to create enabling 

environment, employment and empowerment; Establish an emergency call platform for 

information sharing, partner with religious and traditional leaders for advocacy and 

awareness creation; Advocacy and sensitization on the ills and cost of human trafficking 

through town hall meetings, workshops, jingles etc. Provide alternative solutions (such as 

employment agencies, ICT hubs, agricultural hubs, scholarship support programs) to mitigate 

the problem of trafficking; Arrest and prosecute offenders and their allies. 
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The result from this study showed that majority of the respondents do not agree that 

travelling to find work overseas is the best option for young people in Edo state to realize 

their potentials. Majority of respondents disagreed that their communities encourage unsafe 

travel; this implies that travelling abroad is mainly determined by the family rather than 

community. The family is thus the main determinant of travelling overseas. 

 

81.8% respondents were aware that human trafficking is a problem in Edo state. They 

identified the problems associated with human trafficking as brain drain, security challenges, 

death, forced labour, sexual exploitation, diseases, risk, and loss of values. On the general 

perception of travelling abroad 52.9% were positively disposed, 21% were negatively 

disposed while 26.1% were indifferent. Majority of respondents agreed that travelling 

irregularly to find work overseas is usually unsafe. 88% of respondents will not support 

unsafe travels. 

Recommendations aimed at strengthening the coordination and implementation of anti-

trafficking activities in Edo State was made. There is need to change the approach of 

government to be more proactive instead of reactive. Provide counselling and financial 

support for citizens and returnees in particular. Counselling and re-orientation of citizens, 

economic improvement to enhance the chances of earning a decent living in Nigeria, regular 

enlightenment campaign and job creation were also recommended to stem the tide of human 

trafficking in Edo State.  
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Introduction 

Trafficking in persons (TIP) has gained a lot of attention in recent times. It is 

sometimes described as human trafficking (HT) and at other times as 'modern slavery' 

depending on the perspective from which it is been considered. These terms are used to 

describe the heinous and wicked act of recruiting, harbouring, transporting, providing, or 

obtaining a person for compelled labour or commercial sex acts through the use of force, 

fraud, or coercion (US TIP, 2015).Trafficking in human beings or human trafficking is 

regarded by the world at large as a modern form of slavery (UN, 2001).To put it in its 

simplest form, human trafficking is the act of recruiting, transporting, transferring, 

harbouring or receiving a person through a use of force, coercion or other means, for the 

purpose of exploiting them UNODC (2012). Human trafficking is a form of modern day 

slavery, which involves the illegal trade of people for exploitation or commercial gain 

(Pathfinder, 2018). It is said to be a high profit, low risk business which allows traffickers to 

generally operate with impunity. Globally as at 2016, there were only a total of 14,894 

prosecutions and 9,701 convictions. 1,251 prosecutions and 1,119 convictions were generated 

on the entire African continent.  Nigeria is a source, transit and destination country when it 

comes to human trafficking, U.S. State Trafficking in Persons (2017). 

The monetary and non-monetary proceeds from human trafficking is also seen as remittances 

by both the traffickers, the victims of trafficking and the beneficiaries of proceeds from 

human trafficking(ILO, 2014). 

In 2016 the Global Slavery Index ranked Nigeria 23 out of 167 countries 

(www.globalslaveryindex.org/index). However, in 2018 the position of Nigeria has moved up 

the ladder from 23 to 32 out of 167 on the Global Slavery Index report. According to 

Pathfinder, the total number of human trafficking victims outside of Nigeria is largely 

unknown. However, it is undisputed that principally due to Nigeria’s population and porous 

borders.  

Idris (2017) quoted Martin Uhomobhi former Nigerian Permanent Representative to 

the United Nations (UN) when he noted that in 2016 over 602,000 Nigerians attempted to 

migrate to Europe via the Sahara desert out of which 27,000 of these migrants lost their lives. 

His paper further showed that Nigerian graduates represented 68% of the number of 

casualties. The irresistible majority of trafficked victims and illegal migrants make the 

treacherous journey from Edo State in particular Benin and Delta State to Kano from where 

http://www.globalslaveryindex.org/index
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they are smuggled into Niger or Algeria before traversing 500 miles over the Sahara Desert 

into Libya (The Pathfinders Justice Initiative, 2018). 

 

Nigeria has remained a source, transit and destination country for women and children human 

trafficking for forced labour and sex trafficking (US 2015).  According to the United States of 

America (USA) Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Report 2018, Nigerian women and girls are 

involved in forced prostitution throughout Europe. Nigerian women and children are also in 

North Africa, the Middle East, and Central Asia, as captives in the sex trade or in forced 

labour. Nigerian gangs are also known to have subjected very many of Nigerian women to 

forced prostitution in the Czech Republic and Italy; they are also in Malaysia as prostitutes 

and drug mules for their traffickers. EUROPOL has identified Nigerian organized crime 

related to trafficking in persons as one of the greatest law enforcement challenges to 

European governments (US TIP, 2015). 

Vieson (2017) traced the major source of human trafficking in Nigeria to Benin City in Edo 

state. He argued that the victims are   forced, deceived, coerced or abducted and subjected to 

forced labour or prostitution. Corroborating the above position the Pathfinders Justice 

Initiative, (2018) observed that the irresistible majority of trafficked victims and illegal 

migrants are made to go through the very difficult journey from Edo State to Kano state from 

where they are smuggled into Niger or Algeria before traversing 500 miles over the Sahara 

Desert into Libya. 

 

Major trafficking routes (Egede, 2011: 9) also confirm Benin as a starting place of human 

trafficking in Nigeria. The routes are presented as:  

 Benin City- Kano – Agadez – Sabha – Tripoli – Italy/Spain 

 Benin City-Kano-Niger Rep-Libya-Italy (Mostly on foot/Trekking/Buses/Hilux vans 

etc. 

 Lagos- Ibaka/Ibeno-(Akwa Ibom)- Malabo (Equatorial Guinea) – Spain/Italy 

 

 

 

 

 



3 
 

Figure 1.1:  Nigerian Trafficking Routes
1
 

 

Source: Culled from twitter@alwasatengnews 

 

Fighting Human Trafficking in Nigeria 

The problem of trafficking in Nigeria has taken a new dimension and is in dire need of urgent 

attention. Hundreds and thousands of Nigerians are daily trafficked into slavery, forced 

labour and prostitution by traffickers. The Federal Government of Nigeria responded by 

establishing an agency to curtail the menace of trafficking. The National Agency for 

Prohibition of Traffic in Persons & Other Related Matters (NAPTIP) is the focal agency in 

Nigeria responsible for combating -human trafficking in all its ramifications, it was 

established on the 8 August, 2003, with the appointment of its pioneer Executive Secretary/ 

Chief Executive. NAPTIP is the creation of Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) Law 

Enforcement and Administration Act, 2003 and is the Federal Government response to 

                                                 
1
 Culled from Egede S.C. (2011) Fighting Human Smuggling and Trafficking In Human Beings: Efforts In West 

Africa.  A  Paper Presentation on the Trans-Atlantic Symposium on Dismantling Transnational Illicit Networks, 

Lisbon, Portugal. 
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addressing the scourge of trafficking in persons in Nigeria and its attendant human rights 

abuses. This is also in fulfilment of her international obligation under the Trafficking in 

Persons Protocol supplementing the United Nation’s Transnational Organized Crime 

Convention.  Since 2003, NAPTIP has been in the fight against TIPs. 

 

Beyond the intervention of the Federal Government of Nigeria the war against trafficking in 

persons has attracted the attention of individuals, non-governmental Organisations, 

International and local organizations, religious organizations and global institutions, most of 

whom have joined in the effort to reduce or eradicate human trafficking in the world and 

Nigeria/Edo state in particular. While anti-human trafficking has attracted various concerns 

the problem has remained unchecked despite its huge implications. Knowing full well that 

Edo state ranks as the state with the highest number of trafficked victims previous 

governments have tried to combat trafficking through NGO’s, prosecution of offenders using 

the penal code where applicable and relying on NAPTIP for support. The outcome has not 

been exactly pleasant hence the bold step by the Edo state government under the current 

leadership of Governor Godwin Obaseki in establishing the Edo State Task Force Against 

Human Trafficking (ETAHT). The taskforce was inaugurated on the 15
th

 of August, 2017 by 

the Edo State Governor with a mandate to address the problems of trafficking in persons and 

illegal migration in the state. As part of its mandate ETAHT drafted a state bill, on human 

trafficking in Edo state which was passed by the Edo State House of Assembly on the 9
th

 of 

March 2018 and signed into law by the Edo State Governor on the 23rd of May, 2018. With 

this Edo State Trafficking In Persons Prohibition Law 2018 the taskforce now has full 

investigative and prosecutor powers to effectively deal with the menace of human trafficking 

in the state (Pathfinders Justice Initiative, 2018). 

 

Objectives of the Study 

This study sought to primarily assess the perception of Edo people on International and 

irregular migration 

 

The specific objectives of this research were to:  

1.) Identify prevailing historical influences on the perception of Edo people to travelling 

abroad 

2.) Determine factors influencing community public perception in Edo state to travelling 

abroad 
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3.) Identify structures and activities for effective anti-trafficking activities of the ETAHT. 

  

4.) Examine changing public perception on human trafficking and irregular migration 

among residents in Edo state. 

5.) Examine why human trafficking and ilegal migration is an acceptble practice in Edo 

state. 

6.) Make recommendations to strengthen the coordinating and implementation of the 

anti-trafficking activities of ETAHT in Edo State. 

1.4    DESCRIPTION OF STUDY AREA 

Geographically, Edo State lies within 05 44 N and 07 34 N latitudes, 05 4 E and 06 45 E 

occupying a land mass of 19,794 square kilometres.  The state shares territorial boundaries on 

the north and the east with Kogi State, on the west with Ondo State and on the south with 

Delta State.  

 

Edo state was initially part of the old Western Region which was carved out of Western 

region in 1963, as Midwest Region, making it one of the four regions in the early years of  

Nigeria’s independence. Midwest state was later renamed Bendel State in 1975 by General 

Gowon’s administration, when the country was divided into 12 states. However, on August 

27, 1991, Bendel State was divided into two states namely; Edo and Delta States. The state is 

currently made up of eighteen local government areas which are subdivided into three 

senatorial districts. These are Edo north, Edo central and Edo south senatorial districts.  There 

are 18 Local Government Areas (LGA).  Edo South LGAs with Benin Communities 

constitute 57.54% in the State, Edo Central LGAs with Esan communities are 17.14%, and 

Edo North LGAs (26.03%) with Etsako communities 12.19%, Owan communities 7.43% and 

Akoko Edo 5.70% (Edo SEEDS 2005:2). 

 

The name Edo is used as the designation for the group of historically related languages and 

dialects spoken in various communities within and around the erstwhile Benin Kingdom. 

There is cultural homogeneity among the people with historical and cultural affinity to Benin. 

The State is made up of the following five major ethnic groups: the Benin people, Esan, 

Etsako (Afemai), Owan and Akoko Edo. Minor ethnic groups include Igbanke, Uneme and 

Ijaws. The state also contains fringe ethnic groups such as the Igalla speaking communities in 

Esan South East LGA, and Igbirra related people among the Akoko Edo and Etsako people.  

Other groups of people also within fringe population bordering on other Nigerian ethnic 
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groups are Urhobos, Itsekiri and Yorubas. The main towns in the state are: Benin City, 

Ubiaja, Auchi, Abudu, Uromi, Irrua, Ewu, Okpella, Ekpoma, Uzebba, Afuze, Ibillo, 

Urhonigbe, Sabongida-Ora, Igarra.  

 

The total population figure for the State according to the 2006 National census is 3, 218, 3332 

However, the projected and estimated population of Edo state by the National Bureau of 

statistics for year 2016 is placed at 4,235,595 (National Bureau of Statistics, (2017). Edo state 

is classified by Onokerhroraye (2002) as an area of moderate population concentration, with 

population density of between 100 and 200 persons per km. Edo state is predominantly made 

up of Christians who represent about ninety percent while Muslims and traditionalist 

constitute 6% and 4% respectively (Edo SEEDS, 2005).  

The people of Edo state has a rich traditional political system which is highly respected. All 

ethnic groups in Edo state see the Oba of Benin kingdom as the traditional, religious and 

trado/political leader of the state. The Oba is highly revered and is seen as one with the note 

of finality on all traditional matters of the land. 

Bradbury (1957) argued that there are three basics characteristics shared by the Edo people in 

their traditional socio-political sphere, these are: 

a. The village settlement is the basic political unit. Higher levels of organization include 

village-groups, right to the top hierarchy of the ruling monarch. Villages consist of 

wards and patrilineal family clusters. 

b. The male population is stratified into age-grades – youths, adults and elders. 

c. Kinship and lineage is patrilineal and based on primogeniture. 

Two major studies on Edo state infer that descent among the Edo people is strictly patrilineal 

kinship and lineages are patrilineal and mostly based on primogeniture. In most communities 

in Edo state, the eldest son of a man is traditionally empowered to inherit the bulk of his 

property, with the responsibility of performing the funeral ceremonies of his late father. 

Traditionally, a woman is the responsibility of her father when unmarried, and in marriage 

her husband, and as a widow her sons (Egharevba 1947; Ugiagbe et al 2007). As a result of 

inheritance laws, son preferences were glaring typical in the past and are still featuring 

strongly today in Benin traditional society.  

 

It is a common belief across communities in Edo state that traditionally, women/girls child 

should be seen and not heard and as such often times relegated to the background in decision 

making at family level or at the community or state level.Women’s involvement in activities 
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generally perceived to be exclusively men’s was seen as a taboo. Such taboos and myths are 

believed to be tools of oppression and discrimination against women especially on issues 

about authority and active participation. Oral tradition however revealed that some women in 

the past were treated differently with respect. Those highly regarded then and now are queen 

mothers, traditional priestesses and to some extent queens.  

Edo state has been labelled as the major source of trafficked victims for prostitution and 

forced labour in Nigeria. Macionis (2002) held that female prostitution is more rampant in 

poor countries of the world where there is high level of patriarchy.  The particular historical 

and cultural aspect of the strong patriarchy system including the particularly disadvantaged 

situation of women in inheritance laws of the Benin people in Edo State has also been given 

as reasons for the prevalence of female trafficking (Carling, 2005; Eghafona 2009). 

Furthermore, the authors argued that traditional and cultural norms hinder women’s ability to 

earn a living. 

Figure 1.2: Map of Edo State, showing Local Government Areas. 

 

Source: www.nigeriamuse.com 
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LGA as the third tier of government in Nigeria is the closest tier of government to the 

community and people of Nigeria. Constitutionally as at 2011, there are 774 Local 

Government Council Areas in Nigeria, all operating a uniform system of local government 

administration. The LGA have four main functions: to bring governance closer to the people; 

for administrative convenience; to ensure that resources are effectively mobilized and to 

preserve heritage and common interest of the people (Oviasuyi et al 2010) 

 

Though Edo State is associated with human trafficking, particularly trafficking for the 

purpose of female prostitution, some communities within some specific LGAs have been 

identified as more prevalent in human trafficking, and thus labelled “endemic communities 

and LGA”.  According to ETAHT statistics ,  the most endemic LGAs  in Edo State are; 

Orhionmwon Oredo, Ikpoba-Okha, Uhunmwode, Esan Central, Esan North East, Egor, Ovia 

North East, ;   

 

Communities are usually within a local government area (LGA).  A LGA is known as 

borough in the United Kingdom and county, province or district in the United States of 

America. There is usually a common meeting place such as a community hall, where 

members of the community meet to discuss their common interest pertaining to the 

community. They have elected executives to run the affairs of the community and see to the 

progress and development of the community. The community chairman and his executives 

are usually the first point of call in any issue concerning the community. 

Community leaders are local leaders in decision-making of the community they reside in. 

Community power structure has been described as a complex network of relationships 

between the recognized power holders and the interplay of their roles in a community. These 

power holders, otherwise known as leaders, direct the affairs of the society towards the 

achievement of objectives (Kuponiyi 2008).  
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CHAPTER TWO 

2. 0. METHODOLOGY  

The mixed method technique which is a combination of quantitative and qualitative data 

collection methods was adopted in this study. The instrument and method include: 

1. One thousand four hundred (1400) questionnaires were administered to members of 

the public in ten selected Local Government Areas (LGAs) of Edo State of which 1298 were 

retrieved from respondents.  

2. In-depth Interviews (IDI’s) were conducted among 41 Libya returnees either resident 

in Edo State or of Edo state origin as at the time of their departure to Libya; while 10 In-

depth Interviews (IDI’s) were conducted among some selected key informants in Benin City. 

These were 2 Christian leaders, 2 Muslim leaders, 2 All Progressives Congress (APC) 

political party  women and youth leaders, 2 People's Democratic Party(PDP) women and 

youth leaders and 2 traditional leaders,  

3. The total number of respondents in this study was one thousand three hundred and 

forty eight (1349). 

 

2.1. SCOPE AND COVERAGE 

As specified in the terms of reference by the Taskforce Against Human Trafficking the 

research work on “the perception of Edo people on International and Irregular Migration” 

should involve at least 1200 respondents in the survey and analysis of data.  Consequently, 

the fieldwork was carried out in 30 communities spread across 10 LGAs in Edo State. These 

Local Government areas had been identified by ETAHT (2018) based on the endemic levels 

of trafficking prevailing in such local government areas. The ten (10) LGAs shown in Table 

2.1 below were the selected LGA’s for the study.  
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Table 2.1: Endemic LGAS, Headquarters
2
 and Communities in Edo State 

 

The scope for returnees was restricted to 41 Libya returnees registered under the Edo State 

Taskforce Against Human Trafficking. These returnees were interviewed to elicit information 

on their perception on travelling abroad by Edo people. The scope also include 10 key 

informants spread across socio-economic, religious and political divides which provided 

necessary data for the attainment of the research objectives spelt out in this study. 

2.2    SAMPLING PROCEDURES  

The 1298 respondents in the survey were sampled from 30 communities spread across the 10 

endemic local government areas in Edo state. The study adopted a multi-stage random 

sampling method for the quantitative data and a purposive sampling method for the 

qualitative data. The 41 Libya returnees were judgmentally derived from the records of 

ETAHT secretariat and were invited to the secretariat for the interview which took two days. 

The participants for Key Informant Interviews (KII) on the other hand were derived 

purposively. The researcher sought the opinion of persons in the following categories to 

provide additional information on the perception of Edo people to travelling abroad. 

 

                                                 
2
 Source ETAHT (2018) 

S/N Senatorial 

District 

Endemic Local 

Government 

Areas 

Headquarters Communities 

1 Edo North Etsako West Auchi Auchi, Jattu and 

Ibie-Iyerekhu 

2 Etsako Central Fugar Fugar, Ogbona 

3 Edo South Egor Uselu Uselu, Egor and 

Ugbowo 

4 IkpobaOkha Idogbo Nomayo, Okha and 

Obagie 

5 Oredo Benin City Ekenwan, Benin 

city and environs 

6 Orhionmwon Abudu Uronigbe, Igbanke 

and Ugo 

7 Ovia North East Okada Okada, Ekiadolor 

and Uhen 

8 Edo Central Esan Central Irrua Usugbenu, Ewu 

and Eguare-Irrua 

9 Esan North East Uromi Uromi, Ukoni and 

Ubiaja 

10 Esan West Ekpoma Ekpoma, Ogwa and 

Iruekpen. 
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2.3 STUDY POPULATION 

A total of 1298 members of the public responded to the survey questionnaire; 41 IDIs (from 

Libya returnees) and 10 KIIs (Community leaders) were conducted making a total of 1349 

respondents based on the data gathering processes. Although the initial target for respondents 

was 1200 the study administered a total of 1400 questionnaires across the thirty communities 

in the 10 selected LGAs. However, only 1298 questionnaires were sufficiently responded to 

and retrieved from the target population across the communities in the endemic LGAs. Three 

of these communities are urban while the other seven are rural-urban. The IDI on the other 

hand was made up of 41 Libya returnees. 

10 respondents considered as important members of the community/community leaders 

participated in KII. Female respondents were 3 while male respondents were 7. The 

respondents were considered as key informants/community consultants. They are: 2 Christian 

leaders (Male and female head of churches), 2 Muslim leaders (Imams in mosques), 2 APC 

women and youth leaders, 2 PDP women and youth leaders and 2 traditional leaders (Oldest 

person in community/Odionwere). 

 

Table 2.2:  In-depth Interviews Respondents 

 

 

 

 
IDI Respondents 

Respondents  Total 

Male  Female 

Returnees 34 07 41 

TOTAL 34 07 41 

 

 

Table 2.3:  Key-informant Interviews Respondents 

 

 

 

 
KII 

Respondents 

Respondents  Total 

Male  Female 

Christian Leaders 01 01 02 

Muslim Leaders 02 00 02 

Party Women leaders/youth leader 02 02 04 

Traditional leader 02 00 02 

TOTAL 07 03 10 
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2.5 LIMITATIONS AND FIELD WORK CONSTRAINTS 

1) A major limitation in the field was that, over 90% of respondents expected, 

while some demanded for some kind of incentive before consenting to the interview. 

However, researchers were trained to engage respondents persuasively to elicit 

information for the study.  

For the KII non-alcoholic beverages were given to respondents while some token 

amount of money were given to traditional leaders. 

2) Few of the respondents gave conflicting information. Some of them were more 

interested in giving supposedly correct answers to interviewers, rather than actual 

facts about travelling abroad in their communities. The researchers were able to 

counteract this lapse by further probing questions. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

3.0 MAIN FINDINGS ON SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS 

The section deals with analysing the social economic characteristics of respondents in the 

survey exercise. The study sought to examine the distribution of respondents in terms of the 

gender, age range, and marital status, highest level of education, religion and occupation. It 

also examined primary source of income, local government of origin, length of stay at local 

government and local government place of residence. 

Table 3.1.1: Socio-Demographic Characteristics of Respondents 

Variable Descriptor Frequency Percentage 

  N =1298  

Gender Male 701 54.0 
 Female 597 46.0 

Age Range under 18 yr 94 7.2 

 18 - 24 yr 364 28.0 

 25 - 34 yr 436 33.6 

 35 - 44 yr 226 17.4 

 45yr and above 178 13.7 

Marital status Single 649 50.0 

 Married 597 46.0 

 Divorced 24 1.8 

 Widowed 20 1.5 

 Separated 8 .6 

Highest level of 

education 

None 
44 3.4 

 Primary 124 9.6 

 Secondary 607 46.8 

 Tertiary 492 37.9 

 Others 31 2.4 

Religion Christianity 1154 88.9 

 Islam 111 8.6 

 Traditional religion 21 1.6 

 Others 12 .9 

Occupation Farmer 49 3.8 

 Civil servant 91 7.0 

 Trader 285 22.0 

 Teacher 74 5.7 

 Service provider 218 16.8 

 Unemployed 214 16.5 

 Others 367 28.3 
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Figure 3.1: Gender of Respondents 

 

 

From table 3.1 above, the data analysis showed that majority of the respondents 54.0% were 

males while 46.0% respondents were females. This shows that the category of male 

respondent is more than the female respondents investigated in this study.   

 

Figure 3.1.2:Age of Respondents  

 

On the age of the respondents, the result showed that the respondents were from the 

following age groups: under 18 years 94 (7.2)%,  18-24 years 364(28%), while those who 

belonged to the age group of 25-34years, 35-44 years and 45 above constitute 436 (33.6%); 

226 (17.4%) and 178 (13.7% ) respectively. 
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Figure 3.1.3: Marital Status of Respondents 

 
A good proportion of respondents were single with 649 respondents representing 50.0 percent 

in the findings. This implies that there were more singles when compare to other marital 

status category. 597 respondents representing 46.0% were married while 24 respondents 

representing 1.8 % were divorced, 20 respondents representing 1.5 % were widowed while 8 

respondents representing 0.6 %were separated. 

Figure 3.1.4:Highest level of Education  

 

Investigation on the highest level of education of respondents revealed that 44 respondents 

with 3.4 % had no formal education, while 124 respondents with 9.6 % had primary 

education, 607 respondents with 46.8 % had secondary educational qualification, 492 

respondents with 37.9% had tertiary education and lastly 31 respondents with 2.4 % were 

grouped under other forms of qualification, which could be National Certificate of Education 

(NCE), Diploma and other certificate degree. This finding indicate that majority of the 

respondents are learned (have acquired a minimum of O’Level educational qualification. 

 

  

Single Married Divorced Widowed Separated 

Marital status 

649 597 

24 20 8 50 46 1.8 1.5 0.6 

Marital status 

None Primary Secondary Tertiary Others 

Highest level of education 

44 
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607 
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31 3.4 9.6 46.8 37.9 2.4 

Highest level of education 
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Figure 3.1.5:Religion of Respondent 

 

Regarding the respondent’s religion, majority of the respondents representing 1154 with a 

percentage of 88.9% were Christians, while 111 respondents with 8.6 % were Muslims, 21 

respondents with 1.6% were African Traditional Religion believers; while 12 respondents 

with 0.9 % chose others as their religious affiliation. The result therefore showed that a 

greater percentage of the respondents investigated in this study practice Christianity as their 

form of religion. 

 

Figure 3.1.6: Occupation of Respondent 

 

On the analysis of respondents occupation the results shows that among the seven categories 

of occupation chosen by respondents “farmer” occupational category were 49 respondents 

representing 3.8 %; while 91 respondents representing 7.0% claimed to be civil servants, the 

trader occupational category were distinguished with 285 respondents representing 22.0 % 

were trader, the trader category is one of the predominant occupation among the respondents, 

74 respondents claimed to be teachers with  5.7 %, 218 respondents representing 16.8 %t are 
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service provider, while 214 respondent of 16.5 % are unemployed  and the “others” 

occupational categories includes students, public servants, artisans and others; was 28.3 %. 

Table 3.2.: Respondents’ Characteristics 

Variable Descriptor Frequency Percentage 

  N= 1298  

 

Primary source of 

income Business 335 26 

 Salary 255 20 

 Farming 68 5 

 Trading 213 16 

 Artisan 153 12 

 Dependants 141 11 

 Transportation 29 2 

 Professional 16 1 

 
Wage earner 88 7 

Local govt. of origin 
Akoko edo 12 1 

 Egor 111 9 
 Esan Central 105 8 
 Esan North East 86 7 
 Esan South East 42 3 
 Esan West 106 8 
 Etsako Central 129 10 
 Etsako East 21 2 
 Esako West 87 7 
 Igueben 26 2 
 IkpobaOkha 82 6 
 Oredo 95 7 
 Orhionmwon 95 7 
 Ovia North East 95 7 
 Ovia South West 19 1 
 Owan East 8 1 
 Uhunmwode 14 1 
 Non-Edo State LGA*  165 13 

Length of stay at 

LGA 
Under 1 yr 

95 7.3 

 1 - 5yr 216 16.6 
 5 - 10yr 169 13.0 
 10 - 15yr 114 8.8 
 15yr and above 

704 
54.2 

 
LGA place of 

residence Egor 168 13 
 Esan Central 118 9 
 Esan North East 122 9 
 Esan West 141 11 
 Etsako Central 142 11 
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 Esako West 97 8 
 IkpobaOkha 127 10 
 Oredo 154 12 
 Orhionmwon 105 8 
 Ovia North East 120 9 
 Non-Edo State 

LGA** 4 0 

** Non Edo LGA = Respondent whose resides outside Edo State 

 

 

Figure3.2.1:Primary Source of Income 

 

From table 3.2 above, the data analysis showed that majority of the respondents i.e. 335 

representing (26)% rely on their various businesses as their primary source of income; while 

225 respondents (20)% depended on their salary as their major source of income; 68 (5)% 

respondents had their primary source of income from farming activities, while 213 

respondents (16)% had trading activities as their primary source of income; 153 respondents 

(12)% got their income primarily from being artisans, 141 respondents (11)% relied on their 

“dependants” for survival while 29 respondents representing 2% got their income primarily 

from transportation, 16 respondents representing 1% indicated that they were professionals in 

their diverse fields while 88 respondents representing 7% indicated that they were wage 

earners. 

 

 

 

 

 

B
u

si
n

es
s 

Sa
la

ry
 

Fa
rm

in
g 

Tr
ad

in
g 

A
rt

is
an

 

D
ep

en
d

an
ts

 

Tr
an

sp
o

rt
at

io
n

 

P
ro

fe
ss

io
n

al
 

W
ag

e 
ea

rn
er

 

Primary source of income 

0 

335 
255 

68 

213 
153 141 

29 16 
88 

26 20 5 16 12 11 2 1 7 

Primary source of income 

Frequency Percentage 



19 
 

Figure 3.2.2:Local Government of Origin  

 

Concerning the Local Government area of origin, the data analysis showed that 12 

respondents representing 1% were from Akoko Edo; 111 respondents representing 9 % were 

from Egor, 105 (8) %were from Esan Central, 86(7%)  were from Esan North East, 42(3) % 

were from Esan South East, 106(8%) Esan West, 129(10) percent were from Etsako Central, 

21(2)% percent Etsako east, 87(7%) percent were from Etsako west, 26(2%) from Igueben, 

82(6%) percent from Ikpobaokha, 95 (7%) percent Oredo, 95(7%) were from Orhionmwon, 

95(7%) were from Ovia North East, 19(1%) percent were from Ovia South West, 8(1%) 

percent were from Owan East,  14(1%) percent were from Uhunmwode. It is worthy of note 

to indicate that some respondents were captured under the category of Non-Edo state LGA; 

they constitute 165 respondents representing 13 %. 
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Figure 3.2.3:Length of Stay at LGA  

 

On the length of stay at the Local Government Area, the result showed that respondents 

residing in Local Government Area under 1 year were 95 representing 7.3 %, 1 - 5years were 

216 respondents representing 16.6%, while 5-10 years were 169 respondents representing 

13.0%, 114 respondents with 8.8%t had stayed at the LGA for a period of 10-15 years, while 

respondents with 15years and above residence were (704) representing 54.2 %. This is a fair 

distribution as it suggests that over 66.1% of respondents have lived in their 

communities/LGAs for a minimum of 5 years; a quality which makes them very ideal to 

provide information on the subject matter. 

Figure 3.2.4:LGA Place of Residence  
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With regards to the local government area as a place of residence, 168 respondents 

representing 13 % were resident in Egor; while 118 respondents representing 9 % were 

resident in Esan Central, while 122 respondents representing 9 % were resident of Esan 

North; 141 respondents representing 11 % were resident in Esan West and 142 respondents 

representing 11 % were resident in Etsako Central while 97 respondents representing 8% 

were resident in Etsako West. 127 respondents representing 10% were resident in 

IkpobaOkha, while 154 respondents representing 12% were resident in Oredo LGA and 105 

respondents representing 8% were resident in Orhionwon LGA; Ovia North East residents 

had a frequency of 120 respondents representing 8% while the Non-Edo state LGA were 

represented with 4 respondents and a percentage of 0% to the nearest whole number. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

 

4.1 FINDINGS FROM THE OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

 

This section dealt with analysis of the perception report from the stand point of the stated 

objectives. The study adopted the results from the quantitative and qualitative data to analyse 

the stated objectives in this perception study. The study had five major objectives which have 

been subjected to data derived from the field and are here presented. 

 

4.1.1 Prevailing Historical Influences on the Perception of Edo People to international 

Migration 
 

The purpose of this objective was to identify prevailing historical influences on the 

perception of Edo people to travelling abroad. This was intended to find out if Edo people 

were aware of any cultural/historical belief that predisposes the Edo’s to travelling abroad. 

The respondents were allowed to suggest the historical/cultural beliefs which have been 

grouped and presented for this discussion. Interestingly, the study showed that majority of 

Edo residents in this study do not think that there are historical/cultural belief that encourages 

or promote human trafficking in Edo state. This may suggest that there are other predisposing 

factors that promote travelling abroad among Edo people other than cultural or historical 

colourations. 

 

Table 4.1: The prevailing historical influences on the perception of Edo people 

travelling abroad 
Variable Descriptor                Frequency                 Percentage 

Are there any 

cultural/historical 

beliefs in your 

community that 

influences Edo people, 

especially girls, to be 

involved in human 

trafficking?  (N = 1298) 

                                              

Yes 

250 19.3 

 
No 1048 80.7 

If yes to B19, please 

specify the 

cultural/historical 

beliefs (n =250) Avenue to wealth 62 25 
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 Economic reasons 12 5 

 Loss of moral value 23 9 

 No idea 10 4 

 Normal practice 10 4 

 Peer pressure 1 0 

 Social status 1 0 

 Success story 131 52 
Would you support the 

unsafe practices of 

arranging travel abroad 

for people in your 

community? (N= 1298) 

                                      

Yes 

156 12.0 

 
No 

1142 88.0 

If yes to the above 

question, why do you 

support the practice? 

(n= 156) 

It has always been this 

way 
22 14.1 

 
It is an opportunity to find 

work 
71 45.5 

 
Meeting family needs 

46 29.5 

 
Others 

17 10.9 

Which of these are the 

most predominant forms 

of travel facilitation 

practice in your 

community? (N= 1298) 

Support females 

travelling for work 

259 20.0 

 
Support males travelling 

for work 
169 13.0 

 
Supporting those 

intending to work within 

Edo state 

78 6.0 

 
Supporting those 

intending to work within 

any part of Nigeria 

188 14.5 

 
Supporting those with 

plan to work overseas 
604 46.5 

is there any community 

support that encourages 

unsafe travel overseas 

(N =1298) 

                                      

Yes 
109 8.4 

 
No 

1189 91.6 

if yes to B23 above, what 

is the most predominant 

form of community 

support that encourages 

it? (n = 109) Avenue to wealth 7 6 
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 Economic reasons 90 83 

 Family pressure 6 6 

 Social status 1 1 

 Unemployment 5 5 
Do you have any plans 

of travelling abroad? (N 

=1298) 

Yes 

868 66.9 

 
No 

430 33.1 

Do people from your 

community like 

travelling overseas? (N 

=1298) 

                                      

Yes 
1232 94.9 

 
No 

66 5.1 

why do you think people 

from your community 

travel abroad? (N 

=1298) Adventure 18 1 

 Bad government 2 0 

 Better life 306 24 

 Economic hardship 89 7 

 
Educational 

advancement 27 2 

 False hope 2 0 

 Financial gains 350 27 

 Greed 3 0 

 Job opportunities 209 16 

 No idea 20 2 

 Peer pressure 9 1 

 Poverty 74 6 

 Prostitution 2 0 

 Serene place 1 0 

 Success story 1 0 

 No response 185 14 
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Figure 4.1.1: Cultural/Historical Beliefs? 

 
 

 

The findings in table 3.3 revealed that most of the respondents disagreed with the hypothesis 

that ‘there were cultural/historical beliefs among the Edo’s that encourages travelling 

abroad which has increased the number of migrants engaging in human trafficking’. Out of 

1298 respondents 250 respondents representing 19.3% agreed with a Yes response that there 

exist cultural/historical beliefs in their community that influence Edo people (girls) to 

travelling abroad while 1048 representing 80.7% disagreed with a No response to the stated 

question. The implication of this result is that fewer respondents were aware of historical and 

cultural influences and majority of respondents do not see any connection or relationship 

between the culture or history of Edo people and the prevalence of travelling abroad among 

the same set of people.   
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Are there any cultural/historical beliefs in your community that influences Edo people, 
especially girls, to be involved in human trafficking?  (N = 1298)                                               Yes 
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especially girls, to be involved in human trafficking?  (N = 1298) No 
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Figure 4.1.2: Cultural/Historical Beliefs 

 

 

The study further sought to probe this 19.3% with a ‘yes’ response to find out the nature of 

cultural/historical beliefs that they attribute as the cause(s) of high incidence and prevalence 

of travelling abroad in Edo state. The percentage of respondents to each reason is presented 

below: 62 persons representing 25% of respondents with a 'Yes' response identified the belief 

that travelling abroad is an avenue to wealth accumulation while 12 respondents representing 

5% of respondents identified the belief that people travel abroad because of economic 

reasons. 23 respondents representing 9% with a Yes response identified loss of value as the 

principal cultural/historical belief that drives travelling abroad while 10 respondents 

representing 4% could not identify any historical belief.  

 

Respondents that agreed stated reasons such as travelling abroad is an avenue to wealth 

(25%), travelling abroad is necessitated by economic reasons 5% and travelling abroad at all 

cost is due to loss of moral values 9%. Others include making the success story from previous 

human trafficking 52% and finally, those who perceive human trafficking to be a normal day 

to day activity 4%. The study identified the following beliefs as being responsible for 

travelling abroad: 

1. Travelling abroad promotes wealth accumulation 

2. Travelling abroad has economic advantages 

3. Travelling abroad is driven by loss of moral values in our value system 
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4. Travelling abroad is encouraged because of the celebration of successful foreign 

migrants 

5. Travelling abroad is a normal routine of everyday people 

Figure 4.1.3: Support of Unsafe Practices 

 

 

The results also showed that 88% of the respondents disagreed with the idea of engaging in 

unsafe travelling practice abroad for people in their community while only 12% agreed to the 

idea. Out of this numbers (12%) many of them said it was an opportunity to find work 

(45.5%) and another said it was an avenue to meet the family need (29.5%) while 14.1% and 

10.9% of the respondents affirmed that it has always been that way and others (without 

specifying) respectively. 

Figure 4.1.4: Predominant Forms of Travel in Community 
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88 

Would you support the unsafe practices of arranging travel abroad for people in your community? 
(N= 1298)                                       Yes 

Would you support the unsafe practices of arranging travel abroad for people in your community? 
(N= 1298) No 
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In examining the most predominant forms of travel facilitation practice in the respondent’s 

community, 20% asserted that it was done in support female travelling for work while 13% 

said it was done in support male travelling for work. However, 6% of the respondents agreed 

that it was to support those intending to work within Edo state and 14.5% for those who 

intend to work within any part of Nigeria. Lastly are the respondents supporting those with 

plan to work overseas constituting 46.5%. 

Figure 4.1.5: Community Support 
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 Majority of the respondents representing 91.6% agreed that there are no community supports 

that encourage unsafe travelling overseas as against 8.4% of respondents who believe that 

community support to travel overseas exist in Edo state. 

 

Figure 4:1.6: Most Predominant Form of Community Support 

 

Out of the total number of respondents with a “yes” response 83% of respondents argued that 

it is facilitated because of economic reasons. While others attributed family pressure, wealth 

creation, social status and unemployment as the most predominant reasons for supporting 

travelling overseas across communities in Edo state. 

 

Figure 4.1.7: Plans for Migration 
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From the Illustration above 66.9% of the entire respondents in this study have plans to travel 

abroad again while the other 33.1% affirmed that they don’t have plans of travelling abroad 

again. Furthermore, 94.9% of the respondents agreed that people from their communities like 

to travel overseas as against 5.1% who felt otherwise. The implication is that majority of 

respondents are of the view that it is a common practice and a desire for people to travel 

overseas across their communities in Edo state. 

Table 3.3has revealed that there are mixed assumption on why people from their community 

travelled abroad, and this reasons range from; adventure, bad government, better life, 

economic hardship and educational advancement. Others include; job opportunity, success 

story, serene place, prostitution and poverty. 
 

Table 4.1.2 (5a &5b: Are there any cultural/historical beliefs in your community that 

influences Edo people, especially girls, to be involved in human trafficking vs Age of 

Client  (age range) 

 

 

Age of Client  (age range) 

Total 
under 
18 yr 

18 - 24 
yr 

25 - 34 
yr 

35 - 44 
yr 

45yr 
and 

above 

Are there any 
cultural/historical beliefs in 
your community that 
influences Edo people, 
especially girls, to be involved 
in human trafficking? 

Yes Count 27 76 79 35 33 250 

% of 
Total 

2.1% 5.9% 6.1% 2.7% 2.5% 19.3% 

No Count 67 288 357 191 145 1048 

% of 
Total 

5.2% 22.2% 27.5% 14.7% 11.2% 80.7% 

Total Count 94 364 436 226 178 1298 

% of 
Total 

7.2% 28.0% 33.6% 17.4% 13.7% 100.0% 

 

 

From the cross-tabulation above, the result revealed that most of the respondents that said yes to 
the hypothesis that there are cultural/historical beliefs in Edo communities that influence Edo people, 
especially girls, to be involved in human trafficking, were within ages18-34 years representing 12% 
and most of the respondents that disagreed were within the agesof 18- 34 years representing 49.7% 
of the respondents in the study. 

Table 4.1.3 

 Value df Asymptotic Significance (2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 8.520
a
 4 .074 

Likelihood Ratio 8.094 4 .088 

Linear-by-Linear 

Association 
4.634 1 .031 

N of Valid Cases 1298   

 

Since p> 0.05 (and at 0.05 alpha significant level)  we conclude that there is no statistically 

significant relationship between cultural/historical beliefs in your community that influences 
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Edo people, especially girls, to be involved in human trafficking and Age of respondents in 

Edo state. 

 

Table 4.1.4: in which local government do you live * Are there any cultural/historical 

beliefs in your community that influences Edo people, especially girls, to be involved in 

human trafficking? 
Table 3.7 Cross tabulation 

 

Are there any 
cultural/historical 
beliefs in your 
community that 
influences Edo 
people, especially 
girls, to be involved in 
human trafficking? 

Total Yes No 

in which local 
government do you live 

Egor Count 21 147 168 

% of Total 1.6% 11.3% 12.9% 

Esan Central Count 16 122 118 

% of Total 1.3% 7.9% 9.3% 

Esan North East Count 25 97 122 

% of Total 2.0% 7.5% 9.5% 

Esan West Count 22 119 141 

% of Total 1.7% 9.2% 10.9% 

Etsako Central Count 30 112 142 

% of Total 2.3% 8.6% 10.9% 

Etsako West Count 10 87 97 

% of Total 0.8% 6.8% 7.5% 

% of Total 0.1% 0.3% 0.4% 

IkpobaOkha Count 24 103 127 

% of Total 1.8% 7.9% 9.8% 

Oredo Count 38 116 154 

% of Total 2.9% 8.9% 11.9% 

Orhionmwon Count 19 66 105 

% of Total 2.3% 6.6% 7.9% 

Ovia North East Count 35 85 120 

% of Total 2.7% 6.5% 9.2% 

Non Edo LGA Residence Count 0 4 4 

% of Total 0.0% 0.3% 0.3% 

Total Count 250 1048 1298 

% of Total 19.3% 80.7% 100.0% 

 

In cross checking the local government with the highest Yes’ response on the hypothesis that 

there are cultural/historical beliefs in the respondents community that influences Edo people 

to be involved in human trafficking; the result revealed that respondents from Oredo LGA 
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topped the list with 2.9%, followed by Ovia North East and Orhionmwon/Etsako Central 

LGAs with 2.7%, 2.7% and 2.3% respectively. The LGA’s with the highest number of 

respondents with a ‘No’ response were Egor 11.3%, Esan West 9.2%. Oredo 8.9% and 

Ikpoba Okha 7.9%. The implication is that the perception of respondents that there are 

cultural/historical beliefs in the respondents community that influences Edo people to be 

involved in human trafficking varied lightly with the local government areas of respondents.  

Table 4.1.5 Chi-Square Tests 

 Value df Asymptotic Significance (2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 39.549
a
 16 .001 

Likelihood Ratio 39.808 16 .001 

Linear-by-Linear 

Association 
16.860 1 .000 

N of Valid Cases 1298   

 

For, P < 0.05, X
2 

=39.549, N =1298 (and at 0.05 alpha significant level)  shows that there is a 

statistically significant relationship between which local government do you live and Are 

there any cultural/historical beliefs in your community that influences Edo people, especially 

girls, to be involved in human trafficking? 
 

4.2.1 Factors influencing community public perception in Edo state to traveling abroad. 

The primary aim of this objective was to identify the factors influencing travelling abroad in 

Edo state from members of the public. The findings from the survey, IDI and KII were 

utilized to arrive at the factor. 
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Table 4.2.1.: Factors influencing community public perception to travelling abroad. 
Variable Descriptor Frequency Percentage 

  N = 1298  
What is the major 
factor that promotes 
trafficking in persons 
in Edo State Avenue for wealth 55 4 

 
Bad government 

policy 30 2 

 Economic hardship 147 11 

 Family pressure 1 0 

 Greed 22 2 

 Ignorance 8 1 

 Loss of moral value 10 1 

 No idea 7 1 

 Peer pressure 8 1 

 Poverty 768 59 

 Success story 15 1 

 Unemployment 227 17 
Economic factor is the 

major driving factor of 

human trafficking in 

Edo state 

Completely disagree 

90 6.9 

 
Disagree 

51 3.9 

 
Agree 

342 26.3 

 
Completely agree 

815 62.8 

Peer pressure is a major 

cause of human 

trafficking 

Completely disagree 

144 11.1 

 
Disagree 

110 8.5 

 
Agree 

506 39.0 

 
Completely agree 

538 41.4 

Family pressure is a 

major cause of human 

trafficking in the 

community 

Completely disagree 

167 12.9 

 
Disagree 

187 14.4 

 
Agree 

400 30.8 

 
Completely agree 

544 41.9 

Male preference is 

responsible for 

trafficking of more 

Completely disagree 

602 46.4 
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female than male in this 

community 

 
Disagree 

260 20.0 

 
Agree 

214 16.5 

 
Completely agree 

222 17.1 

Please give reason (n 

=436) Ambition 14 3 

 Family value 1 0 

 Hard working 23 5 

 Industrious 88 20 

 Influenced easily 3 1 

 
Male and female 

victims are trafficked 1 0 

 Male supremacy 23 5 

 More useful 128 29 

 No idea 2 0 

 Poverty 14 3 

 Prostitution 139 32 
Success story of 

previously trafficked 

victim is a driving force 

in human trafficking in 

Edo State 

Completely disagree 

154 11.8 

 
Disagree 

135 10.4 

 
Agree 

328 25.3 

 
Completely agree 

681 52.5 
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Figure 4.2.1: Major Factor Promoting Trafficking in Persons in Edo State 

 

To identify the factors promoting human trafficking, result from table 3.10 which showed the 

factors influencing community public perception in Edo State to travelling abroad will be 

analysed. The above table showed major factors that encourage human trafficking in persons 

in Edo State. These include poverty representing 59%, unemployment representing 17% and 

economic hardship representing 11%. Other factors that contribute to human trafficking in 

Edo State are human trafficking is an avenue for wealth 4%, human trafficking is fanned by 

bad government policies in Nigeria 2% and human trafficking is driven by the greed for more 

money2%. While family pressure, peer pressure, loss of moral value, ignorance, lack of idea, 

and desire to have a success story contribute only 1% each to the factor responsible for 

human trafficking in Edo State.   
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Figure 4.2.2: Economic factor is the major driving factor of human trafficking 

 

In examining the assumption that economic factor is the major driving factor of human 

trafficking in Edo State 6.9% and 3.9% of respondents completely disagreed and disagreed 

respectively while 26.3% and 62.8% agreed and completely agreed that economic factor was 

a major driving factor of human trafficking in Edo State. The implication is that 89.1% of the 

respondents in this study perceive economic factor as a major driver of human trafficking in 

Edo State. 

 

Figure 4.2.3: Peer pressure is a major cause of human trafficking 

 

Furthermore, peer pressure as a major cause of human trafficking was established in this 

study with 80.4% respondents who agreed (39% agreed and 41.4% completely agreed) as 

against 19.6% who didn’t agree that peer pressure is a major factor considered to be 

responsible for human trafficking in the Edo State.  

Completely 
disagree 
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state 
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80.4% of the entire respondent agreed to this while 19.6% disagree that peer pressure 

influences human trafficking.   

 

Figure 4.2.4: Family pressure is a major cause of human trafficking 

 

 

Family pressure is another factor that causes human trafficking. Furthermore, 72.7% of the 

entire respondent agreed that family pressure was another contributing factor to human 

trafficking in Edo state as against 27.3% who felt otherwise.  

 

Figure 4.2.5: Male preference is responsible for trafficking of more females than males 
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Could the preference of male child be a critical factor that informs more female trafficking 

than male trafficking in Edo State? This question was provided with clear cut responses 

which suggest that contrary to popular opinion the preference of male child is not responsible 

for the trafficking of more female that male in Edo State because 66.4% of the respondents 

disagreed that the love for male children is responsible for the increased in female trafficking. 

Only 33.6% hold to the assumption that the preference for male child is the cause for increase 

number of female trafficking. This would suggest that gender may have no influence in 

determining those trafficked in Edo state. 

 

Figure 4.2.6: Reasons for agreeing with figure 3.2.5 

 

 

Out of the 436 who completely agreed and agreed that preference of male child is responsible 

for the trafficking of more females than males in Edo State. 3% of this category attributed it 

to ambition, 5% to hardworking of females, 20% to industry among females, 5% to male 

supremacy, 29% held that females were more useful, 3% to poverty and 32% attributed it to 

the need for prostitution. 
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Figure 4.2.7: Success story of previously trafficked victims and human trafficking 

 

Finally, success story of previously trafficked victims was identified as a driving force in 

human trafficking in Edo State. 77.8% (25.3% agreed and 52.5% completely agreed) of the 

respondents agreed with the hypothesis that success story of previous trafficked victims is the 

reason behind human trafficking in Edo State while 22.2% disagreed (11.8% completely 

disagreed and 10.4% disagreed) with the assumption/hypothesis that success story of 

previously trafficked victims is a driving force in human trafficking in Edo State. 

 

Table 4.2.2: what is the major factor that promotes trafficking in persons in Edo state 

and Are there any cultural/historical beliefs in your community that influences Edo 

people, especially girls, to be involved in human trafficking? 
Cross tabulation 

 

Are there any 
cultural/historical 
beliefs in your 
community that 
influences Edo people, 
especially girls, to be 
involved in human 
trafficking? 

Total Yes No 

what is the major factor 
that promotes trafficking 
in persons in Edo state 

Avenue to wealth Count 7 48 55 

% of Total 0.5% 3.7% 4.2% 

Bad government 
policy 

Count 5 25 30 

% of Total 0.4% 1.9% 2.3% 

economic hardship Count 40 107 147 

% of Total 3.1% 8.2% 11.3% 

Family pressure Count 0 1 1 

% of Total 0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 

Greed Count 3 19 22 

Completely 
disagree 

Disagree Agree Completely agree 

Success story of previously trafficked victim is a driving force in human 
trafficking in Edo State 

154 135 

328 

681 

11.8 10.4 25.3 52.5 
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% of Total 0.2% 1.5% 1.7% 

Ignorance Count 1 7 8 

% of Total 0.1% 0.5% 0.6% 

Loss of moral value Count 1 9 10 

% of Total 0.1% 0.7% 0.8% 

No idea Count 0 7 7 

% of Total 0.0% 0.5% 0.5% 

Peer pressure Count 1 7 8 

% of Total 0.1% 0.5% 0.6% 

Poverty Count 137 631 768 

% of Total 10.6% 48.6% 59.2% 

Success story Count 2 13 15 

% of Total 0.2% 1.0% 1.2% 

Unemployment Count 53 174 227 

% of Total 4.1% 13.4% 17.5% 

Total Count 250 1048 1298 

% of Total 19.3% 80.7% 100.0% 

 

In juxtaposing the major factors that promote trafficking in persons in Edo State with whether 

there are cultural/historical beliefs that influences Edo people especially girls to be involved in 

human trafficking the findings revealed that no cultural nor historical belief exist which 

encourages human trafficking in Edo State. This is attested to by 81.1% of the respondents 

who believes that cultural and historical beliefs do not exist that support human trafficking in 

Edo State, as against 19.4% who held that cultural and historical beliefs do exist that 

contributes to the trafficking in persons abroad. What the juxtaposing also suggests is that 

fundamentally, people-especially females from Edo State are trafficked because of socio-

economic reasons such as poverty 59.2%, unemployment 17.5%, economic hardship 11.3%, 

avenue to make wealth 4.2% and bad government policies 2.3%. 

Table 4.2.3: Economic factor is the major driving factor of human trafficking in Edo 

state and Are there any cultural/historical beliefs in your community that influences 

Edo people, especially girls, to be involved in human trafficking? 

 

Are there any cultural/historical 
beliefs in your community that 
influences Edo people, especially 
girls, to be involved in human 
trafficking? 

Total Yes No 

Economic factor is the 
major driving factor of 
human trafficking in Edo 
state 

Completely disagree Count 12 78 90 

% of Total 0.9% 6.0% 6.9% 

Disagree Count 6 45 51 

% of Total 0.5% 3.5% 3.9% 

Agree Count 49 293 342 

% of Total 3.8% 22.6% 26.3% 

Completely agree Count 183 632 815 

% of Total 14.1% 48.7% 62.8% 

Total Count 250 1048 1298 

% of Total 19.3% 80.7% 100.0% 
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by juxtaposing economic factors as a major driving factor of human trafficking with existence of 

cultural/historical beliefs that influences Edo people especially girls to be involved in human 

trafficking; the table showed that 80.8% of the respondent disagree with the reason that 

cultural/historical beliefs is responsible for human trafficking in Edo State while 19.3% agree 

that certain cultural/historical beliefs influences human trafficking in Edo State. The table also 

revealed that economic factors rather than cultural/historical beliefs is accountable for human 

trafficking in Edo State. 89.1% agree that economic factors are the major reason for human 

trafficking in Edo State while 10.8% disagree. 

 

Table 4.2.4: Peer pressure is a major cause of human trafficking and Are there any 

cultural/historical beliefs in your community that influences Edo people, especially girls, 

to be involved in human trafficking? 

 

Are there any cultural/historical 
beliefs in your community that 
influences Edo people, especially 
girls, to be involved in human 
trafficking? 

Total Yes No 

Peer pressure is a major 
cause of human trafficking 

Completely disagree Count 19 125 144 

% of Total 1.5% 9.6% 11.1% 

Disagree Count 17 93 110 

% of Total 1.3% 7.2% 8.5% 

Agree Count 109 397 506 

% of Total 8.4% 30.6% 39.0% 

Completely agree Count 105 433 538 

% of Total 8.1% 33.4% 41.4% 

Total Count 250 1048 1298 

% of Total 19.3% 80.7% 100.0% 

 

 

By juxtaposing tables 10a and 10b, it shows that peer pressure and not cultural/historical beliefs 

is culpable for human trafficking in Edo State. 16.5% agreed that pressure from peers causes 

human trafficking and 2.8% of the respondent disagreed. The table also revealed that 80.8% 

sees culture and historical beliefs as having little of nothing to do with why human trafficking 

exist in Edo State However, 19.3% think there is a connection between human trafficking and 

cultural and historical beliefs. 

 

 

 

 

 



42 
 

Table 4.2.5: Family pressure is a major cause of human trafficking in the community 

and Are there any cultural/historical beliefs in your community that influences Edo 

people, especially girls, to be involved in human trafficking? 

 

Are there any cultural/historical 
beliefs in your community that 
influences Edo people, especially 
girls, to be involved in human 
trafficking? 

Total Yes No 

Family pressure is a major 
cause of human trafficking 
in the community 

Completely disagree Count 22 145 167 

% of Total 1.7% 11.2% 12.9% 

Disagree Count 18 169 187 

% of Total 1.4% 13.0% 14.4% 

Agree Count 65 335 400 

% of Total 5.0% 25.8% 30.8% 

Completely agree Count 145 399 544 

% of Total 11.2% 30.7% 41.9% 

Total Count 250 1048 1298 

% of Total 19.3% 80.7% 100.0% 

 

The cross tabulation of tables 11a and 11b shows that family pressure is a major cause of human 

trafficking in Edo State. 19.2% believed that family pressure is a major cause of human 

trafficking while 3.1% believed it is not. Also, most of the respondents being 56.5% agree that 

cultural and historical beliefs play no significant role in human trafficking in Edo State but 

24.2% contend that cultural and historical belief plays a critical role in the trafficking of human 

being in Edo State. Again what this suggests is that human trafficking in Edo State is more of 

socio-economic factor rather than socio-cultural factor. 

 

Table 4.2.6: Male preference is responsible for trafficking of more female than male in 

this community and Are there any cultural/historical beliefs in your community that 

influences Edo people, especially girls, to be involved in human trafficking? 

 

Are there any cultural/historical 
beliefs in your community that 
influences Edo people, especially 
girls, to be involved in human 
trafficking? 

Total Yes No 

Male preference is 
responsible for trafficking of 
more female than male in 
this community 

Completely disagree Count 117 485 602 

% of Total 9.0% 37.4% 46.4% 

Disagree Count 30 230 260 

% of Total 2.3% 17.7% 20.0% 

Agree Count 56 158 214 

% of Total 4.3% 12.2% 16.5% 

Completely agree Count 47 175 222 

% of Total 3.6% 13.5% 17.1% 

Total Count 250 1048 1298 

% of Total 19.3% 80.7% 100.0% 
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The above cross tabulation of tables 12a and 12b revealed that cultural and historical beliefs have 

little or no effect on human trafficking in Edo State. This is supported by 80.8% of the 

respondents while 11.3% of the respondents suggest that cultural and historical beliefs have 

something to do with human trafficking. The table also showed that male child preference 

influences the increase in female trafficking in Edo Sate. This is confirmed by 11.3% of the 

respondents and opposed to 7.9% who believed that male child preference is a factor that affect 

female child trafficking in Edo State. 
 

Table 4.2.7: Success story of previously trafficked victim is a driving force in human 

trafficking in Edo State * Are there any cultural/historical beliefs in your community 

that influences Edo people, especially girls, to be involved in human trafficking? 
 

Cross tabulation 

 

Are there any 
cultural/historical beliefs in 

your community that 
influences Edo people, 

especially girls, to be involved 
in human trafficking? 

Total Yes No 

Success story of 
previously trafficked 
victim is a driving force 
in human trafficking in 
Edo State 

Completely 
disagree 

Count 12 142 154 

% of 
Total 

0.9% 10.9% 11.9% 

Disagree Count 20 115 135 

% of 
Total 

1.5% 8.9% 10.4% 

Agree Count 50 278 328 

% of 
Total 

3.9% 21.4% 25.3% 

Completely agree Count 168 513 681 

% of 
Total 

12.9% 39.5% 52.5% 

Total Count 250 1048 1298 

% of 
Total 

19.3% 80.7% 100.0% 
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The cross tabulation above showed that majority of the respondents representing 80.7% 

affirmed that cultural and historical factor do not influence human trafficking in Edo State 

while only 19.3% believed it does. Out of this 19.3%, 2.4% disagreed that the success story 

of previously trafficked victims is not a factor that encourages human trafficking in Edo 

State while  16.8% agreed that success story of previously trafficked victims is a factor that 

influences human trafficking. The implication is that from a holistic point of view success 

story of previously trafficked victim accounts for very minimal reason for sustained 

trafficking of persons in Edo state. 

 

The findings from the IDI and KII corroborate most of the findings in the survey. These 

positions were ably captured in the thoughts of these participants: 

“The main reason why I left Nigeria was because I wanted to help my 

family. Things have been so bad. So, I sold my electrical store and my 

machine (motor bike) to raise money. My plan was that when I settle 

down in Europe I will help to move three of my brothers to join me. There 

is no hope in the country. Before I left I was living in one room and since 

I returned I have been living with my parents, no work and no hope to get 

work”.(IDI: A male Libya returnee, 41years old). 

 

Abeg, are you not aware say (that) getting a job in Nigeria is hard? I no 

like all this kind question… This country is a jungle men! No money, no 

help no welfare. In Libya where there is war life is better… na true. Dem 

value human life but for Nigeria, there is no value. If I have the chance 

again I will leave this country and will never return.”(A Male Returnee 

25 years old.) 
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“I travelled to Libya with my husband because this country was hard and it is still 

very hard since we returned. No work and no money.”(A female returnee, 39 years 

old). 

 

“I be father of four and I am over forty years. I travel because life hard for 

Nigeria well well. So I think say if I succeed life go come better for me, my 

wife and children. Unfortunately, na problem I land for Lybia. They even 

shoot me for leg. Thank God say I no die. If no be say our leaders spoil our 

country wetin we for go find for another man country.” (A male returnee 44  

years old). 

 

These opinions run through several of the returnees which points to the fact that it may be 

possible to address the issue of trafficking if these concerns were addressed. While these 

concerns are genuine and appear to be real they appear to be beyond the immediate ability of 

 ETAHT and as such may require escalation to higher authorities. While ETAHT has and 

continues to make giant stride in Edo state all returnees claimed that they knew nothing about 

the agency while they were in Nigeria and on transit. Majority of them agreed that that they 

got to know about the agency either at the international airport in Lagos or Port HarCourt and 

at the Hotel in Benin where they were lodged. Let’s consider three of such remarks: 

 

“As a woman I am pained each time I see the pictures and 

videos of our young people in Libya or attempting to cross to 

Europe. First, I blame our government for bad governance 

and corruption, secondly, I blame our family system that has 

been compromised and then I blame our society for the loss 

of moral values. The failure of all these have contributed 

largely to the increase in human trafficking in Edo state. 

Come to think of it if we had jobs who will take the risk of 

going through the desert or through the sea in balloon? No 

one I guess. Let me tell you our economy is in a mess and 

nothing will change until we set it in order.” (KII: A female 

religious leader 40 years old). 

 

“The youth of this generation are too ambitious. All they want 

is quick money and they don’t care. I hear now that some of 

them go to Malaysia to sell their organs for money while 

some others go to Ghana for money rituals. This is really 

disturbing and something must be done about it. Beyond the 

youths the society has failed the young people. The 

government, religious leaders like myself and even the family 

system. We are not raising children the way they should go 

we are all chasing after money and as such share a lot from 

the blame… who wants to die? The path to human trafficking 

is wider than we think it involves the traffickers, the trafficked 

and a lot of others. The way out is holistic from family to 
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government to everyone.”(KII: male religious leader - 62 

years old). 

 

“There are four reasons why I think human trafficking in 

trending in our state. The number one is high level of poverty. 

There is hunger in Nigeria. The second one is unemployment 

or joblessness among our youth population, number three is 

lack of dignity. People are really shameless today. We need 

to teach people about self-dignity although there is hardly 

any dignity in poverty (laughs) and lastly poor parenting. 

Once you can address all these you will reduce trafficking in 

Edo state.”(KII: A male traditional leader 59years old). 

 

Conclusively the study has identified economic reasons such as high rate of unemployment, 

poverty, lack of business capital, hardship and harsh economic policies, loss of moral values, 

unguided crave for wealth and materialism and the enticement from Europe as serious factors 

promoting human trafficking in Edo state. More reasons for the increase of human trafficking 

are; poor government administration in Nigeria, difficult immigration policies, high cost of 

travelling through legitimate means and the insatiable greed of traffickers. Other factors 

promoting human trafficking in Edo state include poor parenting and control, loss of self-

dignity, failure of religious institutions and the unbridled crave for wealth (materialism). 

4.3 Structures and activities for effective anti-trafficking activities of ETAHT that will 

reduce vulnerability in endemic communities 

 

This section deals with the suggestions from the perception study on structures and activities 

for effective trafficking activities of ETAHT aimed at reducing vulnerability in endemic 

communities in Edo state. 

 

Table 4.3.1: structures for effective anti-trafficking activities of ETAHT that will reduce 

vulnerability in endemic communities 

Variable Descriptor             

Frequency 

             

Percentage 

  N = 1298  

What are 
the 
structures 
necessary 
for ETAHT 
to reduce 
anti-human 
trafficking 
activities in 
Edo State? 

Collaboration with other anti-trafficking agencies 

locally and internationally 148 11 
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Create an effective system to enhance prevention 

instead of damage control 359 28 

 
Replicate ETAHT across the 18 LGA’s with 

emphasis on endemic communities  177 14 

 
Partner with the government to create enabling 

environment for employment and empowerment 287 22 

 
Others: Establish an emergency call platform for 

information sharing, partner with religious and 

traditional leaders for advocacy and awareness 

creation etc. 327 25 
What are 

some of the 

activities 

that ETAHT 

should 

undertake in 

endemic 

communities 

to reduce 

vulnerability 

Advocacy and sensitization on the ills and cost of 

trafficking through town hall meetings, workshops, 

jingles etc. 

421 32 

 
Provide alternative solutions (such as employment 

agencies, ICT hubs, agricultural hubs, scholarship 

support programs amongst others) to the vulnerable 

598 46 

 
Help willing persons to secure travel documents to 

travel legally 
118 9 

Arrest and prosecute offenders and their allies to serve 

as deterrents  
161 12 

 

Figure 4.3.1: Structures to reduce human trafficking by ETAHT 
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In attaining objective 3 which is to identify structures and activities for effective anti-

trafficking activities of ETAHT that will reduce vulnerability in endemic communities the 

perception of respondents was sought. The result showed that 148 respondents representing 

11% suggested that ETAHT should collaborate with other anti-trafficking agencies locally 

and internationally, 59 respondents representing 28% of the study population advocated the 

need to create an effective system to enhance prevention instead of damage control, while 

177 representing 14% of respondents advocated the need to replicate ETAHT across the 18 

LGA’s with emphasis on endemic communities. 287 representing 22% of respondents 

suggested that ETAHT should partner with the state government to create enabling 

environment for employment and empowerment, while 327 representing 25% went with 

others: that is to establish an emergency call platform for information sharing, partner with 

religious and traditional leaders for advocacy and awareness creation etc. 

 

Figure 4.3.2: Suggestions to ETAHT to reduce vulnerability 

 

The result showed respondent’s perception on the activities ETAHT should undertake in 

endemic communities to reduce vulnerability. Out of the 1298 in the survey 421 representing 

2% opined that advocacy and sensitization on the ills and cost of trafficking can help reduce 

vulnerability in their communities. This can be achieved by organising town hall meetings, 

workshops and jingles, 598 representing 46 respondents opined that provision of alternative 
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Help willing persons 
to secure travel 

documents to travel 
legally 

Arrest and 
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and their allies to 
serve as deterrents  

What are some of the activities that ETAHT should undertake in endemic 
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solutions such as employment agencies, ICT hubs, agricultural hubs, scholarship support 

programs will assist in reducing vulnerability to travelling abroad in do state. Interestingly, 

118 representing 9% of the study population supports that ETAHT should incorporate the 

activity of helping to secure travel documents to travel legally as a panacea to vulnerability 

while 161 representing 12% opined that ETAHT should include arrest and prosecution of 

offenders to serve as deterrent to others as a way of reducing vulnerability in Edo state. 

 

Data from the IDI on returnees suggest that several returnees are of the view that ETAHT and 

the government should help strengthen the economic and welfare system in the state. A 

returnee captured it this way 

“You people (government) should help reduce the people who want to 

travel abroad by making home (Nigeria) attractive. Create jobs and give 

us power (electricity) and you will have fewer persons available for 

trafficking”.  (A Male Returnee 35 years old). 

 

Another returnee corroborates the above suggestion when she advocated that: 

“Nobody really wants to go and die but the truth be say (is that) this our 

country is very hard… there is nothing for you unless you belong. So, 

leaving the country is because there is nothing on ground. If government 

give us jobs, capital to do business and reduce cost of fuel life go better 

and people will stay back at home”.(A male returnee 35 years old). 

 

These two opinions run through several of the returnees which is a pointer to the need the fact 

that it may be possible to address the issue of trafficking if these concerns were addressed. 

While these concerns are genuine and appear to be real they appear to be beyond the 

immediate ability of ETAHT and as such may require escalation to higher authorities. 

 

While ETAHT has and continues to make giant stride in Edo state all returnees claimed that 

they knew nothing about the agency while they were in Nigeria and on transit. Majority of 

them agreed that that they got to know about the agency either at the international airport in 

Lagos or Port Harcourt and at the Hotel in Benin where they were lodged. Let’s consider 

three of such remarks: 

“I know more about them (ETAHT) as I met them after my deportation in 

Lagos and also at Motel Benin Plaza. However, I don’t have any personal 

experience of their impact so to me no personal impact. For proper 

integration the team should empower and support youths and also provide 

take off grants. For those who desire to travel out government should 

provide assistance in order to avoid illegal travel”.(A male Benin resident 

Ibo returnee 29 years old). 
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“I know a little about them, they brought us back to Benin with the 

promise for re-integration. We heard about them at MMI airport in Lagos, 

they are doing a great job but they need to create job for the returnees. I 

have not been properly integrated as I have not been engage in any form 

of training as promised, so they should empower us, train us in 

Businesses, in Education, Agriculture etc”. (A male Benin resident Ibo 

returnee 35 years old). 

 

“I heard about them and their advocacy against Human Trafficking, they 

received us on arrival in Lagos. They are doing a fantastic job by stopping 

trafficking but they still need to do more. I received N20,000 once from 

them as part of the integration programme only once but that is not what 

we wanted. Government should align with the desire of the people and 

provide money to improve and enlarge farming business”. (A Benin Male 

returnee 26 years old). 

 

In conclusion the IDI corroborated the survey report that there is need for the government to 

amongst several others focus on the following to reduce vulnerability across trafficking 

communities: 

1. Collaboration with other anti-trafficking agencies locally and internationally. 

2. Create an effective system to enhance prevention instead of damage control. 

3. Partner with the government to create enabling environment for employment and 

empowerment. 

4. Provide alternative solutions (such as employment agencies, ICT hubs, agricultural 

hubs, scholarship support programs amongst others) to the vulnerable. 

5. Publicize the activities of ETAHT to broaden its target audience. 

4.4. Why human trafficking and irregular migration are generally perceived as 

acceptable practices in Edo state? 

 

This section seeks to find explanations to the question why human trafficking and irregular 

migration is generally perceived as an acceptable practice in Edo state.  

 

Table 4.4.1: Why human trafficking and irregular migration is generally perceived as an 

acceptable practice in Edo state. 
Variable Descriptor Frequency Percentage 

  N = 1298  
Travelling to find work 

in oversea is the best 

chance for young people 

from Edo State to 

realize their potentials? 

Completely disagree 

391 30.1 
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Disagree 326 25.1 

 
Agree 301 23.2 

 
Completely agree 280 21.6 

We should try to reduce 

the number of young 

people seeking to leave 

the state for work 

outside the country 

Completely disagree 

306 23.6 

 
Disagree 268 20.6 

 
Agree 416 32.0 

 
Completely agree 308 23.7 

Most parents I know 

would encourage at 

least one child to seek 

work abroad 

Completely disagree 

158 12.2 

 
Disagree 148 11.4 

 
Agree 508 39.1 

 
Completely agree 484 37.3 

My community tends to 

encourage unsafe travel 

for work overseas 

Completely disagree 
427 32.9 

 
Disagree 355 27.3 

 
Agree 297 22.9 

 
Completely agree 219 16.9 

Those who facilitate 

unsafe travel are 

celebrated in Edo State 

Completely disagree 
331 25.5 

 
Disagree 304 23.4 

 
Agree 345 26.6 

 
Completely agree 318 24.5 

Those who facilitate 

unsafe travel are 

stigmatized in Edo State 

Completely disagree 
392 30.2 

 
Disagree 323 24.9 

 
Agree 418 32.2 

 
Completely agree 165 12.7 

It is acceptable for girls 

to be sent oversea for 

sex work in this 

community 

Completely disagree 

811 62.5 

 
Disagree 406 31.3 

 
Agree 54 4.2 

 
Completely agree 27 2.1 

If your response to B16 Economic hardship 10 13 
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above is coded 3 or 4 

please specify why you 

think so (n =81) 

 Loss of moral value 33 40 

 Monetary gain 17 21 

 No idea 2 3 

 Normal 9 11 

 Profitable 8 10 

 Social status 2 3 

 

 

 

Figure 4.4.1: Showing perception on travelling overseas 

 

On why human trafficking and irregular migration is generally perceived as an acceptable 

practice in Edo state the result from the above table revealed that 30.1%  and 25.1% of 

respondents completely disagreed and disagreed respectively with the statement that 

“travelling to find work in oversea is the best chance for young people from Edo State to 

realize their potentials” while 23.2% and 21.6% of respondents in the study agreed and 

completely agreed respectively with the statement that “travelling to find work in oversea is 

the best chance for young people from Edo State to realize their potentials”. From the 

interpretation above the result showed that 55.2% disagreed while 44.8% agreed with the 

submission that “travelling to find work in oversea is the best chance for young people from 

Edo State to realize their potentials”. Although a sizable percentage of the public in this 

study considered travelling overseas as the best chance for young people from Edo State to 

Completely 
disagree 
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Travelling to find work in oversea is the best chance for young people 
from Edo State to realize their potentials? 

391 
326 301 280 

30.1 

25.1 
23.2 21.6 

Series1 Series2 



53 
 

realize their potentials majority of members of the public in Edo state however do not 

consider travelling overseas as the best chance for young people from Edo state to realize 

their potentials.  

Figure 4.4.2:  

 

The findings in the survey agree to a large extent with the findings from the IDI and KII. 

Interestingly, all 41 respondents in the IDI argued that travelling abroad to find work is the 

best chance for young people from Edo state to make it or succeed in life. Their position on 

this matter is captured in the following: 

 

“I travelled to Libya but my destination was Europe, I was hoping that once I get to Europe I 

will lift my family out of poverty. People who live in Europe succeed far more than those in 

Nigeria. While I was on my way to Europe unfortunately, I did not get to my destination”. 

(IDI: A Benin female Libya returnee). 

 

“I wished to get to Europe, but I found myself in Tripoli. I left Nigeria on 

the 6
th

 of May 2017 and came back February 2018, I met all families alive 

and healthy, I travelled in search for greener pasture. I knew if I 

succeeded everything will change for the better but never regretted coming 

back because a lot of people died in Libya”. (IDI: A Benin male Libya 

returnee). 

 

The respondents in the KII were somewhat different in their response with the survey. 

Majority of them argued that travelling abroad was not the best chance for young people. 

They insisted that Nigeria is a land of opportunities and that it requires patience and diligence 

to see the opportunities therein. A KII respondent puts it succinctly: 

Completely 
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“Our young people are in search of quick money, most of them think that 

you pick money on the streets of Europe but I can tell you from experience 

having been there several times that it is easier to succeed in Nigeria than 

to succeed abroad. It only requires patience and hardwork… I say it with 

every sense of responsibility that Nigerians who travel abroad hoping to 

make it quickly and easily are often disappointed”.(KII: Female Religious 

leader 40 years old). 

 

Another key informant puts it this way: 

“Don’t you ever be deceived there are no father Christmas in Europe or 

America. Our youths are misled. My children prefer to live and work in 

Nigeria because they schooled abroad. They can tell you that home is 

better. We need to encourage our young people  to stay back at home 

because there is no place like home” (KII:Male Religious leader 62years 

old). 

 

From the foregoing, we can conclude by debunking the myth which says that “travelling to 

find work in oversea is the best chance (opportunity) for young people from Edo State to 

realize their potentials”. The implication is that most respondents in this study do not agree 

with the myth that “travelling to find work in oversea is the best chance for young people 

from Edo State to realize their potentials”. 

 

Figure 4.4.3: Reducing the number of young people seeking to travel 

 

On making efforts to reduce the number of young people seeking to leave Edo state 

for work outside the country, 23.6% and 20.6% respondents completely disagreed and 

disagreed respectively with the statement that “we should try to reduce the number of young 

people seeking to leave the state for work outside the country” while 32.0% respondent 
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agreed with 23.7% of respondents who completely agreed that “we should try to reduce the 

number of young people seeking to leave the state for work outside the country”  that the way 

young person’s leave Edo state for overseas should be reduced. 

Corroborating the result from the survey several participants in the IDI argued against 

the idea of reducing that number of young people seeking to leave the state for work outside 

the country. They gave several reasons such as high rate of unemployment, poor 

infrastructure, family pressure and hardship.  

 

Figure 4.4.4: Perception of parents on travelling abroad of their children 

 

 

Furthermore, on the statement that “most parents I know would encourage at least one child 

to seek work abroad” the result showed that 37.3% and 39.1% completely agreed and agreed 

respectively that “most parents I know would encourage at least one child to seek work 

abroad” while 12.2% and 11.4% completely disagreed and disagreed respectively that “most 

parents I know would encourage at least one child to seek work abroad”. The implication 

from the analyses indicates that 76.4% representing majority of respondents in this study are 

of the opinion that parents in Edo State encourage their children to travel abroad to seek for 

paid employment. 
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Figure 4.4.5: Perception about encouraging unsafe international travelling 

 

In trying to examine why human trafficking and irregular migration is generally perceived as 

an acceptable practice in Edo state, the study examined the respondent’s perception on the 

statement “my community tends to encourage unsafe travel for work overseas”. Out of the 

total number of respondents examined in this study 32.9% and 27.3% completely disagreed 

and disagreed respectively with the assertion that “my community tends to encourage unsafe 

travel for work overseas” while 22.9% and 16.9% agreed and completely agreed with the 

statement that “my community tends to encourage unsafe travel for work overseas”. The 

implication is that most respondents (60.2%) disagree that with the position that their 

communities in Edo State support or encourage unsafe travels. Interestingly, about 39.8% of 

the respondents opined that communities in Edo State support or encourage unsafe travel or 

human trafficking in the state. 

 

The findings from the KII suggest that majority of the respondents do not agree that 

communities in Edo state give encouragement for unsafe travels to secure employment 

oversees. They argued that while a lot of people like to travel oversees most people are not 

fully aware of the lack of safety that characterize travelling abroad through human 

trafficking. A KII respondent sums it up this way: 

“I don’t think anyone will send his or her child or family member to 

Europe through Libya if they were aware of the harrowing experience 

migrants go through on this journey… the truth is that those who persuade 

people to travel through Libya or through any other unsafe means do not 

mention the ills associated with it. I think that most people who travel 

through unsafe means are deceived and misled”. (A KII Male political 

leader 48years old). 
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Two IDI respondents corroborate the position of not being aware of the risks involved puts 

her position this way: 

“I travelled in search for greener pasture but never regretted coming 

back, because I got what I didn’t bargain for. That road was bad. I will 

never take (that)same route again because people were dying anyhow 

before we got to Tripoli, Thank God the government brought us back. I 

never wish to travel abroad anytime soon, and if I see anyone attempting 

same route I will do my very best to discourage him or her”.(IDI: Male 

Libyan returnee,31 years old). 

 

“them no tell us say na suffer we de go suffer oh. The person wen give me 

the link say once we reach Libya them go put us for ship to go Italy. But 

we spend nine months for Libya. Inside Libya them catch us for camp and 

send us go prison. Many of us die. The man wen they look after me for 

where them keep me make me pregnant…”.(IDI: A non Edo female Libya 

returnee,27 years). 

 

Interestingly, the study concludes that majority of respondents in the study do not agree with 

the position that their communities support or encourage unsafe travels abroad. If the above 

position is as established why does Edo state account for the highest number of returned 

migrants from Libya?  

 

Figure 4.4.6: Traffickers are celebrated in Edo state 

 

To provide explanations as to why Edo state accounts for the highest number of irregular 

migrants and trafficked persons, the study sought to examine the assumption that those who 

facilitate unsafe travels are celebrated in Edo state. The result from the table above showed 

that 25.5% and 23.4% of the respondents in this study completely disagreed and disagreed 

“that those who facilitate unsafe travels are celebrated in Edo state” while 26.6% and 24.5% 
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of the respondents in this study agreed and completely agreed “that those who facilitate 

unsafe travels are celebrated in Edo state”. The implication is that if 48.9% disagreed that 

“that those who facilitate unsafe travels are celebrated in Edo state” and 51.1 agree “that 

those who facilitate unsafe travels are celebrated in Edo state” it means that over 50% of 

respondents perceive “that those who facilitate unsafe travels are celebrated in Edo state”. 

 

Figure 4.4.7: Traffickers are stigmatized in Edo state 

 

 

In examining if those who facilitate unsafe travel are stigmatized in Edo State, 30.2% and 

24.9% completely disagree and disagree respectively with the assumption that “those who 

facilitate unsafe travel are stigmatized in Edo State” while 32.2% and 12.7% agreed and 

completely agreed with the assumption “those who facilitate unsafe travel are stigmatized in 

Edo state”. The implication is that over 55% of respondents disagree with that assumption 

that traffickers are stigmatized in Edo State. 
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Figure 4.4.8: It is acceptable for girls to be sent oversea for sex work 

 

 

The study also examined the perception of respondents on whether “it is acceptable for girls 

to be sent overseas for sex work in this community”. 62.5% and 31.2% completely disagreed 

and disagreed respectively with the assumption that “it is acceptable for girls to be sent 

overseas for sex work in this community” while 4.2% and 2.1% agreed and completely agreed 

with the assumption. The implication is that majority of respondents representing 93.7% in 

this study do not agree that their communities encourage the sending of the girl child abroad 

for sex work. 

 

Figure 4.4.9: Showing reasons for response in figure 3.4.8 
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Finally, the table result revealed that out of the 81 respondents who opined that “it is 

acceptable for girls to be sent overseas for sex work in this community” 40% adduce the 

reason for such to loss of moral values, 21% monetary gains, 13% economic hardship, 10% 

profitability, 11% normal while respondents with the option of social status and No Idea were 

represented with 3%. 

The study has revealed mixed reaction from the respondents on the general perceived 

acceptance practice on human trafficking and irregular migration of person in their 

communities and this can be clearly noticed from the respondents who disagreed and agreed 

on the question asked in this table. 

 

4.5. Changing public perception on human trafficking and irregular migration in Edo 

state. 

 

The section sought to examine the changing public perception on human trafficking and 

irregular migration among residents in Edo state. The study relied on responses from the 

survey and the qualitative date (KII) to arrive at the perception of residents in Edo state. 

 

Table 4.5: Changing public perception on human trafficking and irregular migration 

among residents in Edo state. 

Variable Descriptor Frequency Percentage 

  N = 1298  
Do you think human 

trafficking (irregular 

migration) is a 

problem in Edo State? 

 

Yes 
1062 81.8 

 
No 236 18.2 

Why do you think 

so? Brain drain 37 3 
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 Security issues 11 1 

 Mortality 174 13 

 Labour (forced) 53 4 

 Sexual exploitation 21 2 

 Diseases 45 3 

 Risky 320 25 

 Illegal/against the law 131 10 

 Loss of moral values 103 8 

 Economic reliefs to family 197 15 

 Failure of govt 45 3 

 Hardship(economic) 161 12 

What is your 

general perception 

of travelling 

abroad? 

 

Positive disposition 
687 52.9 

 Negative disposition 272 21.0 

 Indifferent 339 26.1 

Travelling 

irregularly to find 

work overseas is 

usually safe 

Completely disagree 

277 21.3 

 Disagree 314 24.2 

 Agree 383 29.5 

 Completely agree 324 25.0 

Would you support 

the unsafe 

practices of 

arranging travel 

abroad for people 

in your 

community? 

 

 

 

Yes 156 12.0 

 
No 1142 88.0 

It is acceptable for 

girls to be sent 

oversea for sex 

work in this 

community 

 

 

Completely disagree 
811 62.5 

 Disagree 406 31.3 

 Agree 54 4.2 

 Completely agree 27 2.1 
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Figure 4.5.1: Do you think irregular migration is a problem in Edo state? 

 
 

On the changing public perception about human trafficking and irregular migration in Edo 

State the study showed that 81.8% of the respondents in this study considered human 

trafficking and irregular migration as a problem in Edo state while only 18.2% considered it 

not to be a problem. This is a complete departure from the general assumption that people in 

Edo State provide support for human trafficking and irregular migration.  

 

Figure 4.5.2: Why do you think irregular migration is a problem in Edo state 

 
 

The respondents explained further by providing reasons for deciding that human trafficking 

was a problem in Edo state. 3% of respondents held that it is a major cause of brain drain, 1% 
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held that it breed security issues, 13% held that it is a leading cause of death (especially 

among young people) while 4% held that it fuels forced labour. Another 2% associated 

human trafficking and irregular migration with sexual exploitation while another 3% 

associated it with diseases. The reason with the highest proportion (25%) associated with 

human trafficking in this study is that the act is risky, 10% alluded that it was illegal, 8% held 

it that it erodes moral values, 3% held that it is a measure of government failure while 12% 

associated human trafficking and irregular migration with economic hardship. Interestingly, 

15% of respondents argued that human trafficking and irregular migration provides economic 

relief to families (especially those who have been lucky to overcome the hassles associated 

with human trafficking and irregular migration).  

 

 

Figure 4.5.3: Perception about travelling abroad 

 
 

On the general perception of Edo people to travelling abroad, 52.9% of respondents held a 

positively disposition to travelling abroad, 21% held a negatively disposition to travelling 

abroad while 26.1% of the respondents were indifferent about travelling abroad. The 

implication is that while majority of respondents are not against travelling abroad it is 

important to state that majority of them are against patronising human traffickers and 

travelling through unsafe means. 

 

 

Figure 4.5.4: Irregular migration is unsafe 
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On the perception of Edo people that travelling irregularly to find work overseas is usually 

safe the findings from the survey showed that 45.5% disagreed (21.3% completely disagreed 

and 24.2% disagreed) while 54.5% agreed (29.5% agreed and 25% completely agreed) with 

the assumption that travelling irregularly to find work in oversea is usually safe. The 

implication of this is that over 50% of respondents in this study perceive that travelling 

irregularly is usually safe yet it is important to state that 45.5% of the respondents disagree.  

 

Figure 4.5.5: Would you support irregular migration? 

 
 

The study further sought to examine the perception of Edo people to know if they would 

support unsafe practices of arranging travel abroad for people in their communities. 

Interestingly, 12% gave a yes response while 88% gave a no response. Again the implication 
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is that a very substantial majority of respondent would not support human trafficking or 

irregular migration in Edo State. 

Figure 4.5.6: Acceptability of sending girls abroad for sex work 

 

The perception of respondents on the acceptability of promoting human trafficking for 

prostitution was sought. The findings on the perception study showed that 93.7% disagreed 

(62.5% completely disagreed and 31.2% disagreed) while 6.3% agreed (4.2% agreed and 

2.1% completely agreed) with the assumption that it is acceptable for girls to be sent oversea 

for sex work in this community. The implication is that over 90% of respondents disagree 

with the untested hypothesis that it is acceptable for girls to be sent oversea for sex work 

among Edo people. 

 

The findings from the KII in establishing the changing public perception on human 

trafficking and irregular migration among residents in Edo state indicate that the general 

assumption that Edo people encourage and support human trafficking is debunked to a large 

extent by the respondents. Corroborating the findings in the survey the KII respondents were 

unanimous in their separate submissions pointing to their lack of support for human 

trafficking and irregular migration in Edo state. Some of their thoughts are captured 

succinctly below: 

“I do not share in that at all. We are not in support of human trafficking in 

Edo State in fact we are very disturbed to be identified with it. People 

don’t tell you how they intend to travel they just tell you my son or 

daughter is on his or her way to Germany, America or Italy; no one 

mentions that they are going through Libya or Sahara desert. I can bet 
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that most parents do not even know how risky some of these routes are.” 

(KII: A male religious leader, 51years old). 

 

“My take on what you are asking is simple… I stand to condemn human 

trafficking and to call on the authorities to arrest and prosecute whoever 

is promoting it. It is a crime against God and our ancestors. Some of the 

pictures and videos are very disturbing to view. I am not averse to 

travelling abroad. I like to travel abroad on vacation and not as a 

migrant.”(KII: A female political leader 54 years old). 

 

Conclusively, the study found out that there is a positive change in the perception of Edo 

people on human trafficking and irregular migration among Edo people. This may not be 

unconnected with increase in the awareness and advocacy programs targeted at eradicating 

human trafficking and irregular migration by the Edo State government through the taskforce. 

 

4.6: Recommendations to strengthen the coordination and implementation of the anti-

trafficking activities of ETAHT in Edo state. 

 

This section sought to examine the perception of respondents on recommendations to 

strengthen the coordination and implementation of the anti-trafficking activities of ETAHT in 

Edo State. The thoughts/perception of respondents and participants in the qualitative study 

has been well captured in this section. 

 

Table 4.6: recommendations on strengthen the coordination and implementation of the 

anti-trafficking activities of ETAHT in Edo state. 

Variable Descriptor Frequency Percentage 

  N = 1298  
What would you recommend 

needs to be done to help 

returnees 

Change the 

government 8 1 

 Counselling and 

financial support 10 1 

 Counselling and 

reorientation 13 1 

 Economic 

improvement 57 4 

 Enlightenment and 

financial support 140 11 

 Job creation 842 65 

 Loan facility 35 3 

 No idea 10 1 

 Skill acquisition 66 5 

 Skill acquisition and 

financial support 89 7 

 Sponsor return trip 19 1 
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Figure 4.6.1: Recommendations to help returnees 

 
 

 

Respondents made the following recommendations to strengthen the coordination and 

implementation of the anti-trafficking activities of ETAHT in Edo state. On the whole eleven 

suggestions were provided. Out of the total respondents in this study 1% recommended a 

change in government as the solution to the problem of trafficking, another 1% recommended 

counselling and financial support while another 1% recommended counselling and 

reorientation as possible panacea to help returnees. Furthermore, 4% of respondents 

recommended economic improvement while 11% recommended financial support to 

returnees. 65% on the other hand recommended job creation as the needed support for 

returnees while 3% suggested loan facility for returnees. Interestingly, 1% had no idea on the 

way forward while 5% of respondents suggested skill acquisition. Finally, 7% of respondents 

suggested skill acquisition and financial support while another 1% suggested sponsoring 

returnees back to Europe.  
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The response of the returnees on recommendations to strengthen the coordination and 

implementation of the anti-trafficking activities of ETAHT adds to the few suggestions 

derived from the survey. Majority of the returnees claimed that the agency needs to make its 

presence known as a substantial number of them had no idea. This may however not be 

unconnected to the age of the agency. Some of their suggestions are captured under the 

following below: 

1. Increase publicity of ETAHT activities to increase coverage 

2. ETAHT should increase their training outlets as some returnees complained that they 

have been left out. While they admit that some people (returnees) have received 

training a good number of them decried being left out. They suggested that ETAHT 

should increase their training outlets so that they could all be accommodated. 

3. Empowerment program of ETAHT should be complete as it does not help returnees to 

effectively settle in Nigeria. While commending the agency for the N20,000.00 

stipend some of them complained that they only got paid once or twice. They 

lamented that they didn’t get the complete money. 

“I have heard about the activities of ETAHT especially the money they pay 

to returnees (N20,000:00). I was paid twice and met them at my point of 

return at the airport and also at Motel Benin Plaza on integration; I am 

just trying as I have taken part in skills as stylist, Pop art work through the 

empowerment and skill enhancement Programme. I suggest that ETAHT 

should empower returnee especially those who can demonstrate some 

skills or abilities”(IDI: On ETAHT; Mr Lucky). 

 

“I feel ETAHT is doing a Bad Job as they can’t stop me from travelling. 

Truly, I feel integrated but they (ETAHT) should help me get back to my 

Job. I will advise the government to encourage the youths by providing 

Job and empowering them.”(IDI: ETAHT, NosaOsaro). 

 

“People need Job, on integration I feel properly integrated though 

personally. Since I returned I have been given hand bills and N20,000 

twice and for proper integration, there should be internship training and 

financial empowerment. The Taskforce should ensure active monthly 

stipends and Job creation for returnees.”(IDI: ETAHT, Anthony). 

 

“Though I never really felt integrated until now when some people are 

trying to care for me. The 10M has been training us on business, I think to 

help returnees they (Taskforce) should assist people.”(IDI: On ETAHT, 

Zena Ibrahim). 

 

4. Capital empowerment was also canvassed. Most returnees agreed that ETAHT 

can strengthen its impact if it had a scheme that supports and sustains revolving 
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capital for trained returnees. From the stand point of the researchers this suggestion 

has the capacity to promote accountability and sustainability of capital fund. It is the 

idea of a revolving capital. 

The direct opinions of some returnees captured this position succinctly: 

“I don’t have any personal experience of their(ETAHT) impact so to me 

no personal impact. For proper integration the team should empower and 

support youths and also provide take off grants. For those who desire to 

travel out government should provide assistance in order to avoid illegal 

travel.”(IDI on ETAHT, Mr Kehinde Paul Ogbemudia). 

 

“I know a little about them, they brought us back to Benin with the 

promise for re-integration. We heard about them at MMI airport in Lagos, 

they are doing a great Job but they need to create Job for the returnees. I 

have not been properly integrated as I have not been engage in any form 

of training as promised, so they should empower us, train us in 

Businesses, in Education, Agriculture etc.” (IDI: On ETAHT, Uche). 

 

5. The agency should develop proactive and people oriented programs that can 

facilitate effective and timely integration of returnees. Several returnees having 

returned for over twelve months still feel they have not been properly integrated. 

Some returnees capture their thoughts with the following: 

“I knew more about the Taskforce though their meeting with us (returnees) 

at Urhokpota hall, I think they are doing a very nice job. Though I feel  

more still need to be done especially on integration and empowerment I 

really don’t feel integrated. The team should ensure youth are empowered 

and given social support.”(IDI: On ETAHT, Yakubu). 

 

“I know the team aim is against trafficking of persons, but I officially met 

them in Lagos on my arrival, and I think they are doing a good job. 

However, on integration there is still a lot to be done, as they have trained 

me and others on some business skills.”(IDI: On ETAHT, Efe 

Enoghayim). 

 

Some others however commended the agency on their effective integration. 

“I don’t know the team neither do I have any idea about their operations, 

but on integration I am over satisfied as I have gone through 1OM 

training in Businesses and support for refugees. I will encourage the 

government to purchase tools to enable the trained returnees in 

establishing themselves by opening workshop.”(IDI: On ETAHT, Efosa 

Daniel). 

 

6. Improved counselling structure: Most returnees said apart from the few days 

experience when they arrived Benin the agency has not been in touch with them 



70 
 

except on few occasions when they needed them for data collection or research. They 

suggested that the agency should have a counselling centre to promote counselling 

and information sharing between the returnees and the agency. 

“I don’t think they are doing a good job, on integration I have only gone 

through one training with 1OM and none with ETAHT. I advise that 

ETAHT should counsel, and care for returnees, I also advice they provide 

shelter are rehabilitate those who were traumatize while in Libya 

prison.”(IDI: on ETAHT, Godspower). 

 

7. Provision of shelter for returnees. Some of the returnees claimed they need 

shelter and have nowhere to return once they were dispatched from ETAHT’s hotel. 

They opined that a period of about six months shelter will help them integrate better 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

5.0: SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1: SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

1. Prevailing historical influences on the perception of Edo people to international and 

irregular migration.  

 Majority of respondents representing 80.7% opined that there are no historical or 

cultural factors predisposing Edo state citizens or residents to travelling abroad or 

irregular migration. However, 19.3% opined that there are cultural influences but 

were unable to identify any. Instead they argued that travelling abroad is fuelled 

because it is perceived to provide avenue to wealth, encouraged because of 

economic reasons and because of loss of moral values. They also identify peer 

pressure, social status, success stories of previously trafficked victims as 

motivations for increased human trafficking in Edo state. 

 Majority of respondents in Edo State (88%) will not support unsafe international 

and irregular migration while 12 % opined that they will support unsafe travels 

because it is a normal thing to do, others held that it is an opportunity to secure 

better employment and to meet family needs. 

 Most predominant form of travel facilitation in endemic communities is; support 

for female/male travellers with plans to work overseas. 

 91.6% opined that their communities do not provide support to encourage unsafe 

travel overseas, leading to the fact that families and not communities are 

responsible for trafficking of people. 

 About 66.9% of the respondents have plans to travel abroad while 33.1% had no 

plan to travel abroad. The implication is that travelling abroad has eaten deep into 

the mentality of the average person in Edo state. This means that seven out of 

every ten persons in Edo state desires to travel abroad. 

 94.9% of respondents showed that people in their communities like travelling 

overseas. The study found out that people’s desire to travel out of the country was 

based on the  following; personal adventure, bad governmental policies and 

programs, desire for a better life and escape from economic hardship , others are 

search for education , false hope, financial gains and unbridled greed. Other 

reasons include search for job opportunities, peer pressure, poverty, prostitution 

and success story. 
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2.  Factors influencing  community public perception in Edo State to travelling Abroad 

 The major factor that promotes unsafe travels or irregular migration is poverty 

representing 59%,unemployment representing 17% and economic hardship 

representing 11%. Others are peer pressure and family pressure.The study found 

out that male preference was not seen to be generally responsible for trafficking of 

more females. 

 The study found out that success story of previously trafficked victims  was a 

driving force in human trafficking in Edo State 

 The study identified lack of moral values and the greed for wealth as factors 

promoting unsafe travels in Edo State.  

 

3. Structures and activities for effective anti-trafficking of ETAHT to reduce 

vulnerability in endemic communities.  

Respondents recommended the following to help create structures for effective anti-

trafficking; 

 Collaboration with other anti-trafficking agencies to promote synergy and leverage on 

the strengths of each other. In collaboration ideas and best practices are shared to boost 

anti-human trafficking activities in Edo state. 

 Create an effective system to enhance prevention instead of damage control. 

 Replicate ETAHT across the 18 LGAs with emphasis on endemic communities. 

 Partner with the government to create enabling environment, employment and 

empowerment. 

 Establish an emergency call platform for information sharing, partner with religious 

and traditional leaders for advocacy and awareness creation. 

 Advocacy and sensitization on the ills and cost of trafficking through town hall 

meetings, workshops, jingles etc. 

 Provide alternative solutions (such as employment agencies, ICT hubs, agricultural 

hubs, scholarship support programs) to mitigate the problem of trafficking  

 Arrest and prosecute offenders and their allies. 

4.  Why human trafficking and irregular migration are generally perceived as acceptable 

practices in Edo state.  

 The result from this study showed that majority of the respondents do not agree that 

travelling to find work overseas is the best option for young people in Edo state to 

realize their potentials. 

 The respondents were almost equally divided in their perception on reducing the 

number of young people seeking to travel abroad from the state. 

 Most respondents 76.4% agreed that most parents will encourage at least one child in 

their families to seek employment abroad. 
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 Majority of respondents disagree that their communities encourage unsafe travel; this 

implies that travelling abroad is mainly determined by the family rather than 

community. The family is thus the main determinant of travelling overseas. 

 The respondents were divided in their perception on the celebration of traffickers in 

Edo state. There is need to further investigate this aspect 

 The study found out that perception on stigmatization of traffickers varied slightly 

 93.8% of respondents agreed that it was generally acceptable for girls to be trafficked 

overseas for prostitution. They identified economic hardship, loss of moral values and 

monetary gains as major motivations for this pattern of behaviour 

 Ignorance of family members on the hustles of trafficking was identified as a major 

cause for accepting trafficking in Edo state  

 Majority of returnees regretted being trafficked mainly because of their unpleasant 

experiences in Libya. 

 

5. Changing public perception in human trafficking in Edo state  

 

 81.8% respondents were aware that human trafficking is a problem in Edo state. They 

identified the problems associated with human trafficking as brain drain, security 

challenges, death, forced labour, sexual exploitation, diseases, risk, and loss of values  

 On the general perception of travelling abroad 52.9% were positively disposed, 21% 

were negatively disposed while 26.1% were indifferent  

 Majority of respondents agreed that travelling irregularly to find work overseas is 

usually unsafe. 88% of respondents will not support unsafe travels. 

 

6. Strengthening the coordination and implementation of anti-trafficking activities of 

ETAHT 

The opinions of respondents of respondents were pooled together to form the basis for 

suggestions aimed at strengthening the coordination and implementation of anti-

trafficking activities in Edo state; 

 

 There is need to change the approach of government to be more proactive instead of 

reactive. 

 

 Provide counselling and financial support for citizens and returnees in particular. 

 

 Counselling and re-orientation of citizens’ especially young people and parents to 

disabuse their minds on the disorientation they have about travelling abroad through 

the desert or other unsafe means. 

 

 Economic improvement to enhance the chances of earning a decent living in Nigeria 

should be vigorously pursued by all stake holders and the state government in 

particular. 

 

 Enlightenment and financial support: the need to carry out periodic or regular 

enlightenment campaign is a necessity to reducing or better still eradicate trafficking 

in persons through unsafe and irregular migration. 
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 Job creation is seen as the major solution to the problem of human trafficking in Edo 

state. It occupies over 60% of the perception of respondents in this study. Creating 

jobs that are permanent will create a ripple effect that will generate a healthy and 

robust economy in Edo state. 

 

 Loan facility: Most returnees interviewed suggested that they need some kind of 

revolving loan facility which they can use to start or boost their businesses. Such 

gestures should be at zero or little interest to boost the economic capacity of residents 

in Edo state. 

 

 Skill acquisition: The government should create the enabling environment that will 

promote skill acquisition especially among the young population. The suggestion is to 

transmit skills that have comparative advantages and not just any kind of skills. 

 

 Genuine sponsorship opportunities: Government should partner with other 

stakeholders to provide scholarships/sponsorship to foreign countries to encourage 

hard work and scholarship among our youths. We also recommend bursary payment 

for Edo state students especially the indigent students in the state. 

5.2: CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, it must be emphasised that 'travelling abroad' (irregular migration) has become 

synonymous with being from Edo state. The study sought to amongst others to:  

1.) Identify prevailing historical influences on the perception of Edo people to travelling 

abroad. 

2.) Determine factors influencing community public perception in Edo state to travelling 

abroad. 

3.) Identify structures and activities for effective anti-trafficking activities of the ETAHT. 

 

4.) Examine why human trafficking and ilegal migration is an acceptble practice in Edo 

state. 

5.) Examine changing public perception on human trafficking and irregular migration 

among residents in Edo state. 

6.) Make recommendations to strengthen the coordinating and implementation of the 

anti-trafficking activities of ETAHT in Edo State. 

The study found out that there are no deep rooted historical/cultural influences on the 

perception of Edo people to travelling abroad. It however identified economic reasons and 

ambition as the main underlying factors responsible for travelling abroad in Edo state. On the 

factors influencing community public perception in Edo state to travelling abroad, the study 

identified high rate of unemployment, poverty, hardship and harsh economic policies as 
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factors influencing public perception in Edo state on travelling abroad. The study also found 

out that deterioration in moral values and unguided crave for wealth and materialism as 

factors influencing people in Edo state on travelling abroad. Furthermore, the study identified 

poor parenting, loss of self-dignity and the religion of materialism as factors influencing 

international and irregular migration in Edo state. 

 

The study identified structures and activities for effective anti-trafficking activities of the 

ETAHT especially from returnees. Contrary to the popular belief that human trafficking and 

ilegal migration is an acceptble practice in Edo state the study found out that this was not a 

universally shared belief. For the minority who believed that human trafficking was an 

acceptable practice in Edo state they identified economic hardhip, poverty, ignorance and 

deceit as well as success story of previously trafficked victims as reasons for the sustenance 

of human trafficking in Edo state. An important discovery is the suggestions provided 

byreturnees aimed at improving the activities of ETAHT in coordinating and implemention of 

anti-trafficking activities of ETAHT in Edo state. 

 

5.3: RECOMMENDATIONS 

The following recommendations are off shoots from this study which when adopted will help 

provide some lasting solutions to the problems associated with international and irregular 

migration in Edo state. 

 Although Majority of respondents agreed that Edo people love travelling abroad 

because of the economic advantages it has they argued that there are no tangible or 

observable historical/cultural influences predisposing Edo people to travelling abroad. It also 

demonstrated that majority of Edo people will not support unsafe travel abroad. To bridge 

this gap associated with ignorance the study recommends a massive awareness campaign and 

a reorientation exercise to correct the wrong impressions that have been holding sway about 

Edo people and travelling abroad. And to educate those not well informed on the ills of 

unsafe travel and irregular migration. 

 Unsafe travelling and irregular migration is usually planned at the family level and 

has little or nothing to do with the communities. Consequently, the study recommends 

concerted efforts at educating the family heads and members on the legitimate and safe ways 

of travelling so as to be armed with better alternatives whenever they are presented with the 

option of irregular migration. The society should begin to deemphasize the culture of money 
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as the symbol of prosperity or nobility. Our leaders should lead by example by being content 

with whatever they have instead of the desperation for “quick rich syndrome”. 

 The study recommends a deliberate intervention by the government to promote moral 

values, human dignity and civic responsibilities. This intervention should be extended to all 

irrespective of age, gender, religion or ethnicity.  

 The taskforce must collaborate with other anti-trafficking agencies for it to be able to 

achieve her mandate. The need to synergize with others is hinged on the advantages of 

information sharing and cross fertilizing of ideas on how to ensure that traffickers are 

removed from our streets cannot be over stated. Such synergies will also help in reducing 

wastages and promote healthy cooperation in checkmating traffickers. 

 ETAHT could think of the possibility of creating pet clubs in schools, motor parks, 

religious institutions and other public places with the aim of bringing the agencies closer to 

the people. This will create a network for proper information dissemination and will also 

instill the culture of ownership on the citizens in place of the current situation where ETAHT 

is seen as the sole agency with the task of fighting human trafficking. These clubs will then 

serve as channels of dissemination and enforcement of ETAHT rules and regulations as it 

affects human trafficking. They could also join in the advocacy and sensitization exercise 

aimed at educating and influencing members of the public positively. 

 Since unsafe travelling and irregular migration are mostly tied to poverty, 

unemployment and economic hardship the study recommends the establishment of 

Information Communication Technology (ICT) hubs to promote the sharing and utilization of 

ICT opportunities in wealth and job creations. The study also recommend the establishment 

of agricultural hubs across the ten endemic local government areas in Edo state to promote 

small scale faming with large scale advantages and opportunities. 

 The agency should also not shy away from arresting and prosecuting traffickers in 

Edo state with the aim of sending a strong signal to others that it is not business as usual. 

Once judgements are secured against traffickers the agency should endeavour to publicize it 

so as to deter future offenders. 
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